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From the Pastor
The ELCA recognizes three expressions of the
church body: congregation, synod, and national church.
As a member of the ELCA, we are inextricably connected to the larger church, and one of the biggest benefits of belonging to the ELCA is participating in and supporting ministries beyond our own capability. While we
are faithful to the various ministries of St. Mark’s, we
acknowledge that we cannot do it all on our own. We are
all one in the body of Christ and our body extends well
beyond St. Mark’s, San Marco, or even Jacksonville.
Our mission support enables and empowers a wealth of
ministries across the globe, and it is often easy to overlook our connection to the larger church.
For example, as a congregation, you were supporting me long before I was called to be your pastor. During
college, I worked at Lutheridge camp, which taught me
foundations for pastoral ministry and prepared me for a
life of leadership in the church. After college, I participated in campus ministry and was empowered to discern
how best to use my gifts for ministry. Next, I was
awarded a summer immersion through a program called
Project Connect. I attended Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary and was awarded a Fund for Leader Scholarship through the ELCA. During seminary, Sarah and I
traveled to Malaysia through the ELCA Global Mission
Unit for her internship. Before our paths ever crossed, St.
Mark’s was inextricably connected to my pastoral formation. Prayer and mission support from all three expressions of the ELCA draw a thread through all of these
ministries, and I am but one, simple example.
So how does it work, logistically? How do we support the various ministries in the ELCA? Well, did you
know that our congregation tithes to the Florida-Bahamas Synod, and the Synod, in turn, tithes to the ELCA?
This year, St. Mark’s pledged 6% (~$16,720) of our estimated giving (~$280,000) as a benevolence to the Florida-Bahamas Synod. Six percent is an increase from last
year (5%) and is a step towards a goal of 10% in the next

few years. The Florida-Bahamas Synod pledged about
46% its total anticipated mission support to the ELCA.
Mission support to the ELCA helps fund and support
357 new congregations, send 230 missionaries to more
than 48 countries, support 26 Lutheran colleges and universities, and empower 7 seminaries. Our mission support helps maintain a network of almost 10,000 rostered
leaders and organize lay and clergy leaders from across
65 synods.
Mission support enables programs like Lutheran
Social Services, HIV and AIDS prevention, and world
hunger. Our support connects us to 135 camps, 180 campus ministry sites, and church bodies in 140 countries.
All of these wonderful ministries are just the tip of the
iceberg.
The easiest fruits for us to see are the ones that
grow within our own community of faith. We point to
the various programs we support, like UCOM, Family
Promise, and Lutheran Social Services. We can look
through the courtyard to the 120 kids and 30+ employees
of St. Mark’s Ark. We hear the fruits of an extensive
music ministry and the impact it has on the community.
From coffee hour to VBS, worship to WELCA, the fruits
abound. True, mission support to St. Mark’s keeps the
lights on and the power running. It enables us to worship
in our beautiful nave with accompaniment from our incredible organ and musicians. It empowers us to care for
our property, host coffee hour, and host various guest
artists, such as the San Marco Chamber Music Society.
But our mission support is so much more. Through the
Florida-Bahamas Synod and the ELCA, we support and
participate in the mission of the gospel across the globe,
and we are connected to our brothers and sisters, even
those whom we may never meet.
—Pastor Daniel Locke
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our policy, based on excessive cost and the low likelihood that we will be the victim of a terrorist event.
Our ad hoc committee for information storage and
retrieval is making great progress in scanning and archiving church records. We anticipate that this project
will be completed by the end of the summer.
The ad hoc committee on facility maintenance and
repairs has begun its work. It is being co-chaired by
Larry Wertz and Rusty Snyder. If you have any concerns
about improvements you wish to see at St. Mark’s,
please forward those concerns to the committee. An energy audit with JEA has been scheduled for April 24.
Our Policy & Procedure for member assistance was
revised to allow assistance to a member in excess of
$500 upon vote of a 2/3 majority of Council.
We are beginning to look for a candidate to serve as
Treasurer when Jane Kilby completes her term at the end
of this year. It would be very helpful for the candidate to
work with Jane and become familiar with the position
prior to assuming office. If you are interested, please
contact either Jane Kilby or me.
If you have any questions about the Council and our
activities, please call me or any of the other members of
Council.
—Ray Booth, Council President
(904) 673-0048 cell phone
RayBooth55@gmail.com

Lion's Pride
Join Lion’s Pride on the
second Friday in May, May 11,
at 12:00 noon. Lion’s Pride
will have their annual celebration. Thanks to Bill Daugherty,
this day of fellowship and entertainment is celebrated annually. The Recycles group
will entertain the Ark children and adults (children at
heart). Leslie Allen will prepare a delicious meal again.
All are welcome, but a head count is necessary for
setup and food preparation. Please call Clara Echerer at
904-737-4480 to confirm your reservation by May 6.

From the Council President
The Congregation Council met on April 23 and all
members were in attendance. We had a long meeting that
began with a presentation by Larry Wertz regarding the
financial status of the church and the history of how we
arrived at our present position. We have improved our financial position through significant cuts in our spending
and through spending our funds more wisely. Nonetheless, we have been required to operate with a deficit
budget for several years, drawing on operating reserves.
Therefore, our improved position does not signal that we
can relax the fiscal prudence which has brought us out of
our earlier, weaker position. It was a very enlightening
presentation.
The Celebrate Team considered a suggestion that the
time for Sunday services be moved to 10:00 am. The
consensus is that changing the time will cause confusion
for visitors and that our current schedule works well
enough that we should leave it in place. (I recently met
with a visitor who entered the church at 10:30 am, expecting to attend an 11:00 am service.) When attendance
returns to a level that justifies having two services on
Sunday morning, of course, we will revise the schedule
accordingly.
By the time you read this, we will have celebrated St.
Mark’s Day and the Jack Mixer Annual Fish Fry. Families are built around traditions and our St. Mark’s traditions certainly help make St. Mark’s a second family for
all of us!
It is time for our annual insurance review and renewal. The Council voted to add Loss Of Use Coverage
to our insurance portfolio. This will pay us up to
$120,000 if we have a disaster (such as the fire at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church) which renders the facility
unavailable and it carries a very minimal cost. The
Council rejected a proposal to add terrorism coverage to

From the Ark Director
St. Mark’s Ark is a place where children are educated each day. We love our children and teach them to
share and accept the giving spirit of their friends. This is
not a lesson taught just to the children. Through the Rosa
Mok scholarship fund, we teach the spirit of giving to
families in need.
Late in 2017, one of our children’s father went to the
hospital. For the first few days, his family was told to
say goodbye to that 30-year-old dad. During a time when
the mom had to take care of a one year old, visit her very
ill husband, and keep the house going, St. Mark’s Lutheran helped. Pastor contacted them as soon as we told
him what was happening. Several members of the church
provided dinner. One member talked to the family about
navigating the hospital system. St. Mark’s Ark scholarship committee voted to give the family a scholarship. A
child and his mother walked into the office to enroll. The
child had been placed with the family and would probably remain with them for several months or years. The
family did not know how to navigate the voucher system
and couldn’t find a school with an opening for the
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child’s age. St. Mark’s Ark does not take vouchers but
awarded the family a scholarship to allow them time to
discuss options with their case worker.
A few years ago, I got a call from a pastor in central
Florida. He told me of a family that was in Brooks Rehab because the dad had a traumatic brain injury. The
family was from another part of the state and had an infant. While the mom was with the dad at Brooks, we
cared for the baby. The scholarship that family received
gave them a peace of mind during a difficult time.
I have many more stories of the good works that St.
Mark’s does through our scholarship fund. I could tell
you about the people of St. Mark’s Lutheran that faithfully give to our fund. I could also tell you about how the
families’ reaction to our love is uplifting, but The Messenger is not long enough for all of those stories.
Remember the Rosa Mok scholarship fund when you
give. You will be making a difference in so many lives.

Here is some helpful donation information:
Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly
2018 Service Project
Harbor House
Orange County, Florida
Harbor House is a social service organization working to end domestic abuse. When you support Harbor
House, they offer emergency shelter, court injunctions,
and a hotline. They are also there before desperate calls
to 911 and before abusers lash out in anger. They are
there to prevent—and end—domestic abuse through education. When you partner with them, they reach and
teach everyone, from children to business leaders, to
Recognize, Respond, and Refer. They also equip law enforcement and first-responders to effectively and empathetically support survivors.
Harbor House earns the trust of survivors when they
help them find safety (in a safe house) and a path of empowerment. Our congregation and you can help.
Here’s how…

God’s peace,
Patrice Roux-Neal, Director of St. Mark’s Ark

Ascension Day Service
Join us at St. Mark’s for a joint Ascension Day Service (May 10 at 7:00 pm) with All Saint’s Episcopal
Church. Not only will our choirs join voices, but Father
Donovan will preach and Pastor Daniel will preside. The
ELCA recognizes the Episcopal church as a full communion partner, and this is a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate this relationship.

A new safe home is opening in Orange County, Florida. They need the following items:
Coinage (for a new generator)
Sheets (new, twin size)
Blankets (new, twin and full sizes)
Towels (new)
Silverware (not Plastic)

Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly News
Each year at the
Florida-Bahamas
Synod Assembly, a service project for the
community at large is
selected. This year,
they voted to support
Harbor House in Orange County, Florida. The Synod is
asking for Florida-Bahamas ELCA Churches to help by
donating to this cause. St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church is joining to support this worthwhile effort. Donations will be collected through May and will be
brought to the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly in June
by Pastor Daniel. Thank you for all you can do to help!
You will see many signs around the church and a
coinage collection container and a donation box are located in Hart Hall. Donated items are very specific and
must be new!

Gift Cards:

Wal-Mart, Target, and Bealls Outlet in
$10, $15, and $20 increments
RaceTrac, Wawa, 7-Eleven, and Flying
in $20 increments

McDonald’s, Burger King, Chick-fil-A, and Taco Bell in
$5 increments
Visa/MasterCard for incidentals/gas in $5, $10, and $20
increments
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Celebration!

Adult Servers Welcome

On Sunday, May 20, the Men in Mission at St.
Mark’s will celebrate our 25th anniversary of fellowship
with the Men’s Club at St. Paul Lutheran Church on the
north side. Men from both churches will participate in a
special presentation during two worships services at each
church on that Sunday, first performing it here and then
driving to St. Paul to perform it at their 11:00 am worship service.
Following the service, the people of St. Paul will
host a lunch to celebrate the occasion. The congregation
of St. Mark’s has been invited to attend the lunch at St.
Paul on 2730 Edgewood Avenue at noon in their fellowship hall. This is an important milestone for our
churches, and we hope many of you will be able to join
us. No reservation required for the lunch.
For any questions, please call or text Jim Dennis at
497-2560.

Have you always wanted to
carry the cross, light the candles, or serve as an acolyte or
crucifer? If so, email
stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.
Adult involvement is welcomed
and appreciated. If you don’t
know which candle to light first
or how to put on a robe, you can
learn.

Assisting Minister & Lector Meeting
Stay after worship for an Assisting Minister and Lector Meeting on May 20. All current lectors and assisting
ministers, as well as anyone interested are invited to attend a brief workshop following worship.

Gathering of First Coast Lutheran Women
Saturday, May 19, 2018
Trinity Lutheran, 1415 S. McDuff Ave., Jacksonville
Registration 8:30-9:00 am Cost: $10.00

SMCMS Concert

The main speaker will be from “Rethreaded.” Their
mission is to renew hope working with survivors of human trafficking in our community. As an organization,
they provide safe, viable, and dignity-giving work to survivors of the sex trade. “Rethreaded” will have items for
sale at the gathering.
Sarah Locke of Campus Ministry and St. Mark’s Lutheran will present the Bible Study. The theme for the
day is “Let Your Gentleness Be Known” Philippians 4:48. All women are invited. You do not need to be a member of WELCA. Rethreaded accepts donations of clean
old t-shirts to help them make their products. Please
bring some!
Please call or email Rachel Mumford by May 10, if
you would like to attend. 904-730-3880;
ramumford@att.net

The San Marco Chamber Music Society will
have its final concert of
the season on May 13 at
St. Mark's. Please note
that this concert will be
at 3:00 pm. This concert features music for strings,
oboe, and flute. Music by Lars-Erik Larsson, Paul
Wranitsky, W. A. Mozart, Franz Schubert, and Arthur
Foote. With Les Roettges, flute; Eric Olson, oboe; Aurica Duca, violin; Clinton Dewing, violin and viola; Ellen Olson, viola, and Nick Curry, cello. Join us at a
lovely reception after the concert! As always, free admission.
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Thank You

UCOM Annual Choir Festival
Talented Choirs and Ensembles Lifting Their Voices

Charlotte has received a prayer shawl from St.
Mark’s. She appreciates this gift and all of the cards,
love, prayers, and support she has received from St.
Mark’s. Please continue to send her cards and keep her
in your prayers.

Our Festival Choir will participate!

May 20, 2018
4:00 pm
Lakewood Presbyterian Church, 2001 University Blvd,
W.
Jacksonville, FL 32217
(904) 733-8055
Admission is free.
An offering to benefit the mission of UCOM will be
taken.

Daily Prayer Services
Please join us as we pray for the church, our community, and for the world. We have a new schedule.
Evening Prayer, Wednesdays at 6:40 pm in the nave
Morning Prayer, Thursdays at 11:15 am in the nave.
The services are brief, about 30 minutes long. We
hope you will join us.

Gratitude & Thanks
My Field Experience (aka Internship) ended this
month. April 29 was the last day that I will be sharing
the bench with Tony, although I will continue to play
handbells and sing in the Festival Choir through May.
In June I am off to seminary again in Columbus,
Ohio, feeling much more comfortable about playing Lutheran Liturgy. I am deeply grateful for your interest in
my progress, as well as your love and support. I am especially thankful for the feedback and guidance of
Lynette Weber and Tony Cruz. This has been an ideal
situation for my development. Thank you!
—Jane Daugherty
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Worship Assistant Schedule for May 2018
Date
Saturday, May 5
Sunday, May 6
6th Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 13
7th Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 19

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

Loree Mueller

Neil Daraskevich

Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

Ellen Olson

Gina Olson

John Trainer

Janet Gray

Loree Mueller

Leslie Allen

Mary Lou Weidenmier & Mary
Cusick
Mary Lou Weidenmier and Renee
Roath
Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson

Sunday, May 20
Day of Pentecost

Steve Hicks

Al Voss

Mary Cox & Nicki Hassell

Sunday, May 27
The Holy Trinity/
1st Sunday after
Pentecost

Jane Kilby

John Viescas

Susan Jackson and Nicki Hassell

Date
Altar Flowers
Saturday, May 5
Sunday, May 6
David & Tracy Williams
th
6 Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 13
Steve & Jenny Hicks

Order of St. John

Nursery Volunteers

Becca Jorn

Angie Powell & Francine Baker

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Angie Powell & Arold Rambeloarisoa

Gina Olson

Angie Powell & Miora Rambeloarisoa

Tahiana Rakotomandrindra

Angie Powell & Bonnye Bell

7th Sunday of Easter

Saturday, May 19
Sunday, May 20
Day of Pentecost

Sunday, May 27

Gene Thompson & Tom Sader
Eddie & Susan Jackson (Festival
Stands)
Robert & Barbara Brown

The Holy Trinity/
1st Sunday after Pentecost

Date
Saturday, May 5

Greeters

Mary Lou & Carl Weidenmier
Sunday, May 6
th
6 Sunday of Easter
Mary Lou & Carl Weidenmier
Sunday, May 13
7th Sunday of Easter

Saturday, May 19
Sunday, May 20

Jenny & Steve Hicks

Day of Pentecost

Sunday, May 27

Ginger & Jack Hudson

The Holy Trinity/
1st Sunday after Pentecost
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May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

6th Sunday of Easter

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave
10:30 am Confirmation Class @
Library
10:30 am Kindergarten through
3rd Grade Sunday School @ Ark
Classroom next to “Nursery”
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13 7th Sunday of Easter 14
9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave
10:30 am Confirmation Class @
Library
10:30 am Kindergarten through
3rd Grade Sunday School @
Classroom
3:00 pm San Marco Chamber
Music Society Concert @ Nave

20

Day of Pentecost

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave
10:30 am Confirmation Class @
Library
10:30 am Kindergarten through
3rd Grade Sunday School @
Classroom
12:00 pm Lunch (25 years of fellowship) @ St. Paul Lutheran
Church
4:00 pm UCOM Annual Choir
Festival @ Lakewood Presbyterian

27 The Holy Trinity

9:30 am Worship Service @
Nave
10:30 am Confirmation Class @
Library
10:30 am Kindergarten through
3rd Grade Sunday School @
Classroom

Thursday

1

2

3

8

9

10

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall
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Wednesday

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Nourish
Meeting @ Library
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall
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DEADLINE for
June Messenger

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Finance
Committee @ Conference Room
7:30 pm Community
Band Rehearsal @
Fellowship Hall
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11

12

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
No Yoga Today
7:00 pm Ascension
Day Service

Tim Hawkins (Youth
will attend.) @
Northside Baptist
Church
12:00 pm Annual
Lion’s Pride Celebration @ Fellowship Hall

16

17

18

19

25

26

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Music Suite

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Music Suite

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

23

24

28

29

30

31

12:00 pm Staff &
Committee Reports
Due
5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Music Suite

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Music Suite
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Ascension

Day

22

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Council
Meeting @ Library
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

Saturday

4

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers @ Nave
6:40 pm Evening
Prayer @ Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Music Suite

21

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

Friday

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
@ Library

11:15 am Morning
Prayer @ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ark Annual Spring
Program @ Fellowship Hall

First Coast Conference Youth Group
Lock-in @ Advent
Lutheran Church

5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship @
Nave

5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship @
Nave

May Birthdays
Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission
We invite all people to our
church home to celebrate
God’s many gifts. Nourished
by Christ Jesus and led by the
Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the
hope and joy of life in Christ.
Our Vision
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people,
welcoming all to be nourished in their faith journeys. We
live to serve others and fulfill our relationship with Christ
in service to community.

Ministry Teams and Committees
Invite: Bonnye Bell
Celebrate: Eric Olson
Nourish: Bridget Pudimat
Send: Tracy Williams
Stewardship: Jane Kilby
Property: Jim Dennis
Finance: Jane Kilby
Fellowship: Leslie Allen

St. Mark’s Newsletters
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primarily through email, but
available in print upon request). Gina Olson does layout
and editing for both.
The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each
Wednesday, and The Messenger deadline is the 15th day
of each month.
If you have an article for either newsletter, please
send it to stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com.
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Dylan Kilby
Carl Weidenmier
Terr Li Hutson
Bernie Jorn
Mike Swart
Cynthia Syverson
Glennis Smith
Charles Snyder
Jody Harkrider
Margo Phillips
Tahiana Rakotomandrindra
Sarah Jorn
Rebecca Jorn
Clara Echerer

May 1
May 1
May 5
May 10
May 13
May 13
May 15
May 18
May 20
May 29
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 31

May Anniversaries
James & Janis Lumpkin
Bernie & Clara Giancola

May 2
May 23

Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff

Worship Services:

Pastor Daniel Locke Pastor
Phone: (828) 638-3280
Email: Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm
Sunday Morning at 9:30 am
Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
The office is closed on national holidays.

Congregational Council
Ray Booth President (2019)
Phone: (904) 673-0048
Email: RayBooth55@gmail.com

Contact us
Church Office

John Trainer Vice-President (2019)
Elizabeth Jenkins Secretary (2020)
Jane Kilby Treasurer (2018)
Tracy Williams (2018)
Bridget Pudimat (2018)
Leslie Allen (2018)
Jim Dennis (2019)
Alonzo Batson (2020)
Bonnye Bell (2020)

3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook Page (Public):
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join):
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/

Patrice Roux-Neal
Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Gina Olson
Email: stmarksjaxnews@gmail.com
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