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From the Pastor
Eagle’s Wings
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
When I was a young turkey, new to the coop,
My big brother Mike took me out on the stoop,
Then he sat me down and spoke real slow,
And he told me there was something that I had to know;
His look and his tone I will always remember,
When he told me the horrors of…Black November;
Come about August, now listen to me,
Each day you’ll get six meals instead of just three,
And soon you’ll be thick, where once you were thin,
And you’ll grow a big rubbery thing under your chin;
And then one morning when you’re warm in your bed,
In’ll burst the farmer’s wife, to hack off your head;
Then she’ll pluck out all your feathers so you’re bald and
pink,
And scoop out all your insides and leave ya lyin’ in the sink;

I sat on the stoop like a winged piece of meat,
And decided on the spot that to avoid being cooked,
I’d have to lay low and remain overlooked;
I began a new diet of nuts and granola,
High-roughage salads, juice and diet cola
And as they ate pastries, chocolates and crepes,
I stayed in my room doing Jane Fonda tapes;
I maintained my weight of two pounds and a half,
And tried not to notice when the bigger birds laughed;
But t’was I who was laughing under my breath,
As they chomped and they chewed ever closer to death
And sure enough when Black November rolled around,
I was the last turkey left in the entire compound;
So now I’m a pet on the farmer’s wife’s lap;
I haven’t a worry so I eat lots and then I nap;
She held me today, while sewing and humming,
And smiled at me and said: ‘Christmas is coming!”

Sorry, couldn’t help myself but this is my favorite
Thanksgiving poem. May God bless you with many
good things this year that your heart will be filled with
thanksgiving.

And then comes the worst part, he said, not bluffing,
She’ll spread your cheeks and pack your rear with stuffing.

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Bob

Well the rest of his words were too grim to repeat,
Image Source: http://cliparts.co/happy-turkey-day-clip-art
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serve on the committee, the method of election or appointment, whether alternates will be selected, and the
nominating process that may be required. It is never wise
to simply solicit volunteers for a call committee. Rather,
a careful and thoughtful discernment process should be
followed to ensure that the best possible candidates are
considered and selected to serve.

Messages from Council President
Call Process Update: Beginning work on a call committee
The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual Walking
Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for
Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our
place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all
members to review. The manual is also available on the
Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we
will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently
on step 4 bolded below.
 Step1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A celebration of ministry together
 Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor
or interim
 Step 3- A ministry assessment and discernment
process occurs
 Step 4- The call process begins…call committee is formed
 Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is
created
 Step 6- A call list is formed
 Step 7- Interview of candidates
 Step 8- Primary candidates identified and interviewed by congregation council
 Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate
 Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pastor accepts or declines call
 Step 11- Installation
 Step 12- Evaluation of the process

General characteristics and expectations of ALL persons who serve on the call committee include the following:
• Strong evidence of faith: Faithful worship participation should be a prerequisite for any person
chosen to serve on the call committee. These
people should be persons of prayer who will
faithfully and carefully seek to discern God’s will
for this congregation.
• Active in the life of the congregation: Call
committee members should be involved the life
and ministry of the congregation beyond worship, and familiar with its programs and activities. They will represent the importance of these
ministries to potential pastors.
• Positive and enthusiastic spirit: The call committee will represent the congregation to the pastoral candidates during the interview process.
They should have a deep sense of the vision and
mission of the congregation. This is not a place
for chronic complainers.
• Faithful stewards: Those who serve on the call
committee should recognize that all that they
have and are belongs to God. As good stewards,
they are persons who share their gifts of time,
talent and treasures in the ministry of God’s
Kingdom.
• Commitment and follow-through: The call
committee is charged with a significant
responsibility on behalf of the whole congregation. Meetings may be frequent and a
willingness to share and participate faithfully in
the work of the committee is critical.

Forming the call committee is about discernment and
all of the members of council take that very seriously.
We are continuing to pray for this committee and the
members who will make it up. What is God’s will for St.
Mark’s? Please pray for each of us that we may hear
God’s calling for this committee.
Resource A: Guidelines for Choosing Members of the
Call Committee
Those responsible for selecting persons as nominees
for the call committee have a very important task and
should prayerfully approach their work seeking God’s
guidance. The constitution should be reviewed to determine any restrictions relating to the number of persons to

Further, the call committee should be as representative of the whole congregation as is possible.
Special consideration should be given to including:
Newer members and longer term members; Older
and younger members, perhaps including a
youth; Ethnic and cultural diversity; Balance of
female and male members; Representation of
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various ministries and programs of the congregation.

this year, so we will have two open two-year terms and
four open three-year terms. At our annual meeting, we
will have six open positions to vote on.
Due to the way terms were picked, Bridget Pudimat
and Jane Kilby (current council members) received oneyear terms, but are willing to serve again and have
placed their names in for the two open two-year terms.
This would allow them to serve a full three-year term.
We then have four spots open for three-year terms. This
break down of terms should then get us back on track
with the rotations of terms.
The following council members will be coming off
council at the end of 2016:
 Barbara Brown, Aaron Brown, Bridget Pudimat
(served one year and willing to run again for a
two-year term to end in 2018) and Jane Kilby
(served one year and willing to run again for a
two-year term to end in 2018)

Special notes:
1. Congregation members who are also employees or staff members of this congregation should
not serve on the call committee because of potential conflict of interest.
2. Rostered persons, active or retired, or their
spouse/partner should not serve on a call
committee. There are other ways for these folks
to share their input. An exception is that the senior pastor serves on the call committee to call an
additional rostered leader.
3. It is not necessary for council members to
serve on the call committee, and if desired, the
maximum should be one; the council president
should not serve on the call committee.
Annual Congregational Meeting
Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 18, 2016
for the annual congregational meeting. The meeting will
be held after the service in the fellowship hall (gym).
The formal agenda will be out soon, but some items will
include voting on new council members for 2017, constitutional changes, and a review of our accomplishments
from 2016 plus a sneak peek at what to expect for 2017!
October was filled with a lot of work around our
Constitution updates and changes. The draft of the
changes can be found in Hart Hall, the church office, and
the library. Please be sure to review. We will vote on the
changes at the annual congregational meeting.
We will hold our meeting and then join together in
fellowship after the meeting. It will be a fun morning
filled with worship together, meeting and planning together, and then fellowship together. All are welcome to
attend.

The following council members will remain on council:



Serving through December 31, 2017: Eric Olson,
Larry Wertz, John Mumford, Loree Mueller
Serving through December 31, 2018: Tracy Williams, Leslie Allen, two open spots

I know this is a little confusing, so if you have any
questions or if you are interested in running for council,
please reach out Barbara or any other member of council.
—Tracy Williams, Council President

Wedding
The wedding of John Alvin Harrison and Tara Mae
O'Rourke will be held on November 5, 2016 at 4:00 pm.
It will take place at

Nominating Committee for 2017 Council Seats
A nominating committee has been formed for anyone
interested in running for council for 2017. Barbara
Brown, outgoing council member, will be leading our
nominating committee to collect names for open council
seats. If you recall, at our last annual congregational
meeting in December 2015 we voted on 10 new members of council (only two people, Barbara Brown and
Eric Olson, carried over with current terms). Then the
newly formed council arranged terms to try and get back
into a three year rotation. Unfortunately, due to health
reasons, two council members had to resign their spots

Riverview Health and Rehab
(Nursing home)
6711 La Roche Avenue,
Savannah, GA 31406
A dessert reception will follow the ceremony. And,
they would like to meet with everyone for brunch/lunch
between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm.
There is no registry, but they have a GoFundMe account and are asking for cash donations in lieu of gifts.
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lying areas.
Even with all of the problems that Matthew caused,
we are still blessed. Most of our families suffered little
or no damage to their homes. The power was out at the
school just a short time. There were leaves, branches,
and moss all over the property, but St. Mark’s members
and the Men in Mission cleaned it up before Sunday services.
Although Duval County Public Schools were closed
the Monday after Matthew, we opened with little extra
effort. St. Mark’s Ark staff did not have to worry about
cleaning up the playgrounds or the breezeways. It was all
done and our families were so grateful we were able to
serve them.
St. Mark’s Ark would like to show its appreciation
for the hard work you did getting the grounds cleared.
On November 5, the Men in Mission will be served a
special breakfast by the Ark. Please come join them and
enjoy this Thank You breakfast as well.

Music Notes
Join the Choir
The Festival Choir has started working on music for
Christmas Eve, including several movements from Lloyd
Pfaustch’s cantata, “A Day for Dancing.” These selections are based on Medieval Christmas carols and will be
a part of the Service of Music that starts at 10:30. If you
would like to sing Advent and Christmas music with us,
now is the perfect time to join the choir. Contact Tony
Cruz or any choir member for details.
Douglas Anderson Concert
On Thursday, November 10, at 7:30 pm, students in
the orchestra program at Douglas Anderson School of
the Arts will perform a concert of chamber music for
strings. Small groups of students will perform works by
a variety of composers. By attending this concert, you
can support young people AND the arts!
Hymn Festival
On Sunday, November 13, at 4:00 pm, the Jacksonville Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will
present a hymn festival titled “Northern Lights: Hymns
of Scandinavia.” Organists from many churches will
each lead a hymn that has roots in Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, or Finland. Tony Cruz will lead “O Day Full
of Grace.” The hymn festival will be at St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church at 6801 Merrill Road. This event is free
and all are welcome!
—Tony Cruz, Cantor

God’s peace,
Patrice Roux-Neal
St. Mark’s Ark Director

Women’s Ministries

November Circle Meetings:
Rebecca Circle: Saturday, November 5 at 10:00 am in
Hart Hall

Constitution and Bylaws Update
The updated version of the proposed revised constitution and bylaws is in Hart Hall dated "As of 18 October 2016"—60 days prior to the annual meeting to be
held on December 18, 2016, when we will vote on acceptance of the proposed revisions.
There are minor edits from the version dated 26 September 2016 based on feedback that the review committee and council agreed on. These changes were incorporated into the final proposed version of 18 October.
If you would like a copy emailed to you, please send
an e-mail to jmysong7@gmail.com.

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, November 8 at 9:30 am in
Hart Hall
Priscilla Circle: Thursday, November 10 at 7:00 pm in
the library.
All women are invited to participate in circle meetings
and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904)
730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information.

Third Quarter Statements

St. Mark’s Ark

Please pick up your 3rd Quarter Statements that are in
the Narthex on the pew. If you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to contact me
at loree1943@gmail.com.
—Loree Mueller, Financial Secretary

Hurricane Matthew came to Jacksonville and caused
damage throughout the city. The beach lost valuable
dunes. Many houses were left vulnerable to the surf.
Some neighborhoods were without lights for more than a
week. Pump stations failed. There was flooding in low
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New Members

Birthday for Christ

On Reformation Sunday, October 30, we welcomed ten new members into our ministries at St.
Mark’s. Please welcome the following: Elizabeth Hohl
Asbury, Alonzo and Judy Batson,
Charlotte Devier, Jennifer Heneghan
and children Naomi and Ian, Roland
and Barbara Mckenney and Angela
Wells.

Christmas is the time of
year we join together and
provide children under protective custody and their
families with gifts to help
make their Christmas a joyful one. Your gift may be the
only one they receive.
Can you imagine not
having a gift to open on
Christmas day? It is such a joy to be able to share our
blessings with these children. Imagine the smile on their
faces when they open the gifts you gave them.
The tree will be up in Hart Hall on Sunday, November 27. Please take an ornament off of the tree. There
will be a notebook for you to sign opposite the name of
the child. Please keep the ornament and attach it to your
package so your gift goes to the right child.
The Birthday for Christ celebration will be held on
Wednesday, December 14 at 6:15 pm. Join us for a special program put on by Tony and the children of the Ark.
Bring along your gift and your holiday spirit.

Lion’s Pride
Lion’s Pride meets on November 11 at noon in Hart
Hall. Our speaker is Dale Carson. Hostess is Becky Hutson. Please bring a brown bag
lunch and join the Lion’s Pride
bunch. All are welcome.
Please contact Clara Echerer at
737-4480 to confirm your attendance.

Chrismon Tree Decorating!
Please join us in Hart Hall at
9:00 am on Saturday, November
26 in setting up and decorating the
Chrismon Tree! It should be a fun
time for all!
If you are coming, please let a
member of the Celebrate team
know or email Eric Olson at
eegolson3@gmail.com.

SMCMS Concert
The next San Marco Chamber Music Society concert
will be on Sunday, November 20 at 7:00 pm here at St.
Mark’s. The Lawson Ensemble will join us for this one!
The Lawson Ensemble is a string trio consisting of
Aurica Duca, violin; Clinton Dewing, violin/viola; and
Nick Curry, cello. They are the ensemble-in-residence at
UNF.
They will join Eric and Ellen Olson in a concert including Mendelssohn, Douglas, and J. C. Bach. Please
join us for this exciting free concert and then enjoy a delicious reception afterwards!
—Ellen & Eric Olson, SMCMS Music Directors
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Worship Assistant Schedule for November 2016
Date
Saturday, November 5
5:30 pm
Sunday, November 6
9:30 am
Sunday, November 13
9:30 am
Saturday, November 19
5:30 pm
Sunday, November 20
9:30 am
Sunday, November 27
9:30 am
Date
Saturday, November 5
5:30 pm
Sunday, November 6
9:30 am
Sunday, November 13
9:30 am
Saturday, November 19
5:30 pm
Sunday, November 20
9:30 am
Sunday, November 27
9:30 am

Assisting Minister

Lector

Altar Guild

Loree Mueller

Matthew Stupski

Gary Pudimat

Eric Olson

Marieanne Prokop and Ginger Hudson
(Renee Roath as backup)
Francine Baker and Mary Cusick

Jane Kilby

Al Voss

Francine Baker and Mary Cusick

Loree Mueller

Matthew Stupski

Ron Eckels

Bill Ahrens

Marieanne Prokop and Ginger Hudson
(Renee Roath as backup)
Francine Baker and Mary Cusick

Barbara Brown

Janet Gray

Nicki Hassell and Renee Roath

Altar Flowers

Order of St. John

Fellowship Hosts

Bob Wofford

Grace Maszy

The Jorn Family

Barbara & Robert
Brown

Miora Rambeloarisoa

Volunteer Needed

Margaret Janz

Becca Jorn

The Williams Family

The Pudimat Family

Naomi & Ian Heneghan

The Pudimat Family

Interesting in Being an Acolyte?
Would you like to be an acolyte, but didn’t attend the training session? Email ginaolson4@gmail.com or
eegolson3@gmail.com if you are interested. Age doesn’t matter, just a willingness to serve.
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November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1 Family Promise

Wednesday
2 Family Promise

Thursday
3 Family Promise

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal @
Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

8 Election Day

9

10

Host Week

6

All Saints Sunday,
Daylight Savings Time
Ends, Family Promise
Host Week Ends

7

9:30 am Deborah
Circle @ Hart Hall
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
No Community
Band due to Election Day

8:30 am Toddler and
Lower Elementary Sunday
School
9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:45 a Confirmation
Class @ Library
5:30 pm Youth Group
Meeting
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8:30 am Toddler and
Lower Elementary Sunday
School
9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:45 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
4:00 pm Northern Lights:
Hymns of Scandinavia @
St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church

20 Christ the King
Sunday

8:30 am Toddler and
Lower Elementary Sunday
School
9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:45 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
7:00 pm San Marco
Chamber Music Society
Concert @ Nave

27

8:30 am Toddler and
Lower Elementary Sunday
School
9:30 am Worship Service
@ Nave
10:45 am Confirmation
Class @ Library
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6:30 pm Nourish
Team Meeting @
Conference Room

15

The Messenger
deadline for December
10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

21

6:30 pm Finance
Committee Meeting
@ Library

28

22

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

29

10:00 am Ark Chapel
@ Nave
6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:30 pm Community
Band @ Fellowship
Hall

Host Week

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal @
Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

Host Week

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
6:30 pm Property
Committee @ Conference Room
7:00 pm Priscilla Circle @ Library
7:30 pm Douglas Anderson School of the
Arts Chamber Ensemble Recital @
Nave

Friday
4 Family Promise
Host Week

Saturday
5 Family Promise
Host Week

7:30 am Men in Mission @ Fellowship
Hall
10:00 am Rebecca
Circle @ Hart Hall
5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service @ Nave

11Veterans Day

12

12:00 pm Lion’s
Pride Meeting &
Lunch @ Hart Hall

16

17

18

19

23

24 Thanksgiving

25

26

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal @
Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal @
Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave

30

5:30 pm St. Mark’s
Ringers Rehearsal @
Nave
7:30 pm Festival
Choir Rehearsal @
Nave
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6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall
7:00 pm Executive
Committee @ Conference Room

Day

6:00 pm Yoga @
Hart Hall

11:00 am Funeral
Service for Phyllis
Green
Cardboard City
(Family Promise) @
CrossRoad Church
UMC

Cardboard City
(Family Promise) @
CrossRoad Church
UMC
5:30 pm Casual/Contemporary Worship
Service @ Nave

9:00 am Chrismon
Tree Decorating @
Hart Hall

November Birthdays
Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Our Mission

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of
life in Christ.
Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

Incorrect Information?
Did you find a mistake in the birthdays or anniversaries section?
Please let me know. I am working from information gathered in June of
2016, but this information changes constantly. Let me know if I’ve missed
anyone.
Thank you for your help. It is only by receiving information from
members of the congregation that these newsletters have content for
you to read.
—Gina Olson, The Messenger & The Lion’s Roar

Gene Hutson
Jordan Pudimat
Martin Beckmann
Zachary Caro
Michael Eckels
Mary Jo Marjenhoff
Neil Daraskevich
Patricia Kendrick
Brian Mitchell
Karen Kemp
Ellen Olson
Madison Hillis
Barbara Tillman
Greg Dennis
Ruth Holgate
Fred Conrad
Aaron Brown

November 3
November 3
November 5
November 5
November 6
November 6
November 12
November 14
November 15
November 17
November 19
November 21
November 24
November 27
November 27
November 29
November 30

Anniversaries
Bob & Kathy Smith
Eddie & Susan Jackson
Bill & Judy Ahrens
Dave and Tina Caro

November 2
November 4
November 7
November 28

News?
Do you have a message for the
congregation? Do you have an update
to the prayer list in The Lion’s Roar, an
addition or change to the birthday list
above, or a change to the online calendar? If you do, please email Gina
Olson at ginaolson4@gmail.com.

Deadlines
St. Mark’s has two newsletters,
The Lion’s Roar (weekly) and The Messenger (monthly). Gina Olson currently does layout and editing for
both of them.
The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is
by noon on each Wednesday and The
Messenger deadline is the 15th day of
each month.
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St. Mark’s
Lutheran
Church
Worship & Office Hours

Contact us
Ministry Staff
Pastor Robert M. Hale Interim Pastor
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064
Email: Heald44@aol.com

Worship Services
Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary)
1st and 3rd Saturdays
5:30 pm
Sunday Morning
9:30 am

Tony Cruz Cantor
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103
Email: vespers@comcast.net

A nursery is available.

Congregational Officers & Council
Tracy Williams President
Bridget Pudimat Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth
Leader
Jane Kilby Secretary
Larry Wertz Treasurer & Stewardship Chair
Aaron Brown Property Chair & Men in Mission
Eric Olson Celebrate Chair
Loree Mueller Financial Secretary
John Mumford Invite Liaison
Barbara Brown Send Chair
Leslie Allen Fellowship Chair

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Closed on national holidays.

Contact us
Church Office
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council)
Web: www.stmarksjax.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Patrice Roux-Neal Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool
Office phone: 904-346-0404
Email: director@stmarksark.com
Web: www.stmarksark.com

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger
Gina Olson
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's people and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation.
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