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BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

Generosity for the sake of others is truly humbling, and Scripture is full of
such acts. God’s selfless and joyous gift of creation, making everything out
of nothing. God’s provision in the wilderness, water from a rock and manna
from heaven. God’s redemption of Nineveh and shade for Jonah.
We also see this generosity in the lives of the apostles. One of the most
inspiring accounts occurs within chapter 2 of the Book of Acts. By this point
in the story, Jesus has already died, resurrected, and ascended. The Holy
Spirit has filled the people with tongues of fire. Those who believed were
gathered. The author, presumably Luke, writes:
“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs
were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together
and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved.” (Acts 2:43-47)

The willingness of each member of the community to commit all of their
own resources so that no one among them is in want is absolutely inspiring.
But it is also intimidating.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

At the core of their communal life together is the life in Christ — the first
fruits of generosity.
The way of life in that first Christian community is not an attempt at
something new, but rather a faithful response to something new. Through
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God has generously and
graciously blessed God’s people with the greatest of gifts.
Life among the believers was good.

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x102

While we may live several generations removed from the first Christian
community and the witness of saints, the foundation of our life together
remains the same. As Christians, baptized, named, and claimed, we are
born in the body of Christ, a generous community of faith committed to
caring for and tending to the needs of one another.
Life among the believers is good.
St. Mark’s is an inspiring witness to the power of Christian community. One
of the many ways we celebrate God’s generosity is through the
stewardship of our financial resources.

"None of us give
generously of our
time, talent, or
resources for our
own sake, but
rather for the sake
of others."
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Last Fall, during our “Dreaming Together” stewardship campaign, you
faithfully and generously responded to the needs of the community. None
of us give generously of our time, talent, or resources for our own sake, but
rather for the sake of others. Therefore, it is good for us to celebrate as a
community our faithful response to God’s good gifts.
As we celebrate the gift of generosity,
let us be reminded of the community
in Acts. The author writes, “Day by
day, as they spent much time together
in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people.”
In the pages that follow, I hope you
read and celebrate the abundance of
generosity here at St. Mark’s and give
praise to God. I deeply appreciate all
of you and your love for this
community of faith. I appreciate your
generosity and commitment to care
for one another.
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Generosity Builds the Church
BY VICAR KATHY VANOSDOL

“What is God up to at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Jacksonville, Florida?” That question keeps popping into my mind as I get
settled into my Vicar role. When I think about being the first intern that St.
Mark’s has hosted in over 25 years, I realize how wonderful an opportunity
this is for me and for the congregation.
Hosting an intern is a huge endeavor that requires a supervisory
responsibility. A congregation agrees to enter that person’s pastoral
formation process to provide guidance, support, and mentoring. When an
intern is installed, they receive the intern as a partner in ministry, to uphold
her and support her in every way. It is a significant commitment of
resources, time, and energy.
Supporting and mentoring pastors in training — becoming a teaching parish
— benefits the church at large. When congregations like St. Mark’s say yes to
hosting an intern, they say yes to building the whole church. They say yes to
following God’s direction to train teachers and preachers so that the church
can grow. They say yes to joining teaching congregations around the world,
each one providing a unique experience that will help to spread the gospel.
Hosting an intern also comes with a significant
financial responsibility that can be prohibitive for the
congregation. I am grateful that an anonymous donor
stepped forward to offset most of the fees. (And
others followed, as well.) This gift fulfilled the
financial obligation from St. Mark’s and paved the
way to open the intern position. The generosity of
those who heard God nudging them — and followed
that prompting — is the reason that I have the
blessing to serve and learn as your Vicar.
When I began the application process, I relied on
prayer and support from my fellow seminarians
because the waiting and wondering can be
unsettling. These generous financial gifts allowed me
to receive a stipend, stay in Jacksonville, and learn
within a familiar church community.
All the experience that I gain here at St. Mark’s will
spill over into my first call and continue throughout
my ministry career. Thank you to the person who
paved the way for me to serve and learn at St. Mark’s.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
intern@stmarksjax.org
(904) 396-9608 x104

God has been very generous and good to
me over the years, and for quite some time
I’ve been looking for a project that I could
support financially. When I heard the
announcement that we had been invited to
host an intern for a year at St. Mark’s, I felt
that the Holy Spirit was pushing me in that
direction.
It will give us the opportunity to add another
person to relieve some of the pressure on
Pastor Daniel and give him an opportunity to
take part in training a new pastor. This is
something new for St. Mark’s, and I’m very
proud of our Council and congregation for
choosing to take it on.

Internship Anonymous Donor
$11,000

Blessings, Vicar Kathy

OCTOBER 2021

PAGE 3

Generosity Enhances our Worship
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

“Worship is the indispensable center of the church’s life.” Thus begins
the “Statement on Worship and Music” from the Association of Lutheran
Church Musicians, which exists to provide support, instruction, inspiration,
and more to leaders of the church’s song.
While our St. Mark’s ministry teams are a vital component of our church —
meeting, praying, focusing on our mission for Christ — the one thing we all
do together is worship.
If worship is indispensable, what does it take to keep it going? Here are
some ways the annual spending authorization promotes good stewardship
regarding music:
Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com
(904) 396-9608 x103
Read Cantor Tony's blog:
http://smljax.blogspot.com/

"While our St.
Mark’s ministry
teams are a vital
component of our
church...the one
thing we all do
together is
worship."

Instrument repair and maintenance
Organs are made of steel pipes, wood, and leather — all controlled by a
sophisticated computer system that must be maintained. Pianos need
regular tuning. Handbells are complicated devices that often need little
repairs that can’t be done in-house. The harpsichord also must be
maintained.
Licenses and Copyrights
When non-public domain resources are used — such as hymns not found in
the Evangelical Lutheran Worship — we must see to it that the creators and
publishers of the music are compensated. Thankfully, most music is covered
under a third-party license for which we pay an annual fee, giving us access
to music from dozens of publishers. If it were not for these services, our only
option would to be to pay for each usage individually ($25.00 or more). The
license also allows us to use these works in our live-stream services.
New music
Music is the living breath of the gospel, and newly composed works are an
important aspect of the music we perform. If we stop buying new music,
composers will stop writing it and publishers will stop making it available.
Thanks to our past music leaders, we have an expansive library of music. But
music falls out of style, and some materials are too old to be re-used.
All of this is just a part of the music ministry’s annual cost. A vital music
program has always been important to St. Mark’s. We understand how it
enhances worship for all of us so that we can sing the church’s song in
praise of the Holy Trinity — the one indispensable thing that we all do
together.
Thanks be to God.
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Why I Share My Talents
BY CHARLOTTE DEVIER

St. Mark's Handbell Choir
One of the first things that stood out to me when I started attending St.
Mark’s was the level of musicality the services contained. Once the handbell
choir played, I knew I wanted to join. It took me a while to build up the
courage to try out. Part of my decision was driven by my longing to have a
stronger connection with my church. I knew it would be a way for me to
contribute to the services.
It’s also been a great opportunity to get to know members of the
congregation better. My co-ringers have been supportive and encouraging.
During practice I’m usually checking my watch to see the time, not because I
have somewhere else to be, but because I don’t want practice to end. I enjoy
playing bells and learning a new talent while praising the Lord and
strengthening my connection with God and my congregation.

Charlotte Devier with
her handbells

I am passionate about the music ministry at St. Mark’s. I have donated to the bell fund to
support that. I also give time and what little talent I have. I am blessed to have such a caring
church family who are there through joy and sorrow. I may not always agree with decisions
that are made, but I know I will be prayed for and nurtured by this church family.

Music Ministry Anonymous Donor
Family Promise
Family Promise is a great ministry that really allows St. Mark’s to connect
with our local community and make a positive impact. This organization
reaches out to local families in need of everyday necessities. These are
families with children living paycheck to paycheck, making every effort to
keep their children in school and pay the bills.
Sometimes there is only one parent and the financial strain can be an even
bigger burden. They need a hand up to help them get on a better path
financially. It is a great outreach and one that I think really sends the right
message to the community. These families need the encouragement and
support to keep them together and not have to live in their cars or on the
streets.
I have been blessed to have never been in that kind of need, but the truth is
there are too many families who struggle in this way in our world and our
community. The amount of effort it takes for us to contribute is minimal
compared to the positive impact our assistance provides these families. I
enjoy the time spent coordinating and making sure the families have the
supplies and meals they need while they are in our care. I hope that they will
remember our church community and return to St. Mark’s for God’s
nourishment.
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Charlotte Devier
(954) 707-1315
Charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com
http://familypromisejax.org/
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Generosity Supports What is Essential
BY TIFFANY BELL

The rainbow is shining as bright as ever over the St. Mark's Ark Preschool! As
the director, I would like to say, with an abundance of appreciation and
gratitude, that investing in our ministry has given us nothing but light and joy.
Our preschool ministry is a direct line to our community and has been deemed
"essential" for our families. Given the effects of the pandemic, it is imperative
that we continue to help our families to raise our future generations to come.

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
(904) 346-0404
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

The continuation of St. Mark's investments, sponsorships, and prayers will
always be needed and appreciated. The teachers and I are empowered by your
support and are standing with you to keep our light shining in this community
for years to come!

Why We Support St. Mark's Ark Preschool
BY ANONYMOUS $5000 DONOR

Many years ago when I was much younger, I remember hearing in church that
whatever you can give for God's work will be returned to you many times over.
At the time, I had serious doubts. It sounded good, but how could that be? We
say in our Confession each Sunday that we fail to trust God to provide. "It is
hard to believe there is enough to share." And for me, that confession hits
close to home. But I have experienced that God's blessings are indeed
abundant. We are blessed in so many ways, and no matter how much we give, it
seems that God continually provides us with the ability to give even more.

Bennet, a preschool student,
on the playground
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It was heartbreaking when St. Mark’s Ark Preschool had to suspend operations.
It was devastating to the staff, the families, the community, and to our church.
An integral piece of St. Mark's was suddenly missing. We know firsthand what a happy, safe place the Ark has
provided to the children of the community,
learning from caring, dedicated teachers. We
believe that all young children need to have a
nurturing and enjoyable environment while
their parents are at work. We firmly believe
that this ministry to our youngest brothers
and sisters needs to continue. We want to do
everything we can to help ensure that the reopening of the Ark has the absolute best
chance for success. We are truly blessed and
grateful to be able to contribute to St. Mark’s
Ark, and we pray that it continues to prosper
in service to our neighbors.
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What the Ark Provides for Us
BY BRITT HESTER, PRESCHOOL PARENT

I am a believer in the old saying “It takes a village to raise a child.” Indeed, as
most of us know, raising children is hardly an isolated enterprise.
Back in 2018, when we found out we were pregnant with our first child, we
began the arduous process of finding reliable childcare. Many of our friends
gave glowing reviews of their favorite places, but the one place that repeatedly
came up was St. Mark’s Ark.
We decided to call. Like most places we were wait-listed, but we were
hopeful a spot would open in time before our daughter was born. We
waited…and waited…and waited. But then we received a phone call
from St. Mark’s. At the time we were relieved because we had a place to
send our child. What we did not realize at the time is how much this
place would come to mean to us.
Since that day, St. Mark's Ark has become our village. Even when the
school had to suspend operations, we longed to come back because
our children thrive in this setting. They thrive because the teachers and
leaders at the Ark truly care. We are particularly impressed with the attention
to detail and way the staff interacts with us as parents. It includes us in the
education process and helps us reinforce lessons at home.

Courtney and Britt Hester
with their two children

At the root of it all is a culture of love and care that is inimitable. From the
moment we walked through the doors at St. Mark’s Ark, we experienced a warm
sense of hospitality and welcome that is at the heart of the Christian gospel.
We could not be more grateful for the staff and leaders and the way they love
and care for us as a family. It does indeed take a village to raise a child. And we
are blessed to be a part of this one.

As a young girl I gave to the church a nickel or a dime.
When I was in college, the gift was regular, but still small. It
was the same when I was newly married and raising young
children. Later in life I have been able to give more. Last year I
decided that I should make gifts now rather than wait until I
die so that I can see the fruits of those gifts. I am passionate
about our mission to young children and providing quality
early education through the Ark. This period of child
development is crucial to the adults they will become, the
relationships they develop, and their faith.

St. Mark's Ark Anonymous Donor - $5000
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Why I Support the New Live-Stream Ministry
BY RUTH AND AL VOSS

Going to church really matters to us. When "the pause" came via the COVID-19
pandemic, the world resorted to technology. Thanks to Pastor Daniel, Cantor
Tony, and many others, our St. Mark’s congregation was able to "go to church"
virtually and participate in meetings and activities via Zoom. It kept us
involved and met many of our needs.
Many of us realized that because of technology and Pastor Daniel, many nonmembers also watched and really appreciated St. Mark’s services on YouTube.
A great new ministry appeared for the "unchurched" and those who cannot
attend for other reasons. The "pause" in life for the past two years has allowed
us to listen to God and reassess our priorities.

www.stmarksjax.org
@StMarksJaxELCA
youtube.com/c/stmarksjax

Our prayer is that we can find ways to praise God and open people’s hearts to
Jesus and the Holy Spirit in this troubled time. We have an opportunity to
support our congregation, Pastor Daniel, and Cantor Tony in those efforts. God
bless each of us and help us to hear and do God’s plan for us. Thank you, Lord.

What the New Live-Stream Ministry Means to Us
BY MEGAN TEALL

When Greg and I moved to Jacksonville in May of 2020, everything and
everyone were in lockdown. We knew there wouldn’t be a way to attend church
without it being online. On top of that, we found out we were expecting and
wanted to find a church where our son could grow up. We tried finding services
online (there weren't too many) and tried one or two in person, but none of
them felt like a good fit until we found St. Mark’s. (And the only reason we
found St. Mark’s was because it was offered online.) We have been worshiping
online ever since.
It felt like we were a part of the church even though we weren’t physically in
the building. It has been so beneficial — especially with a newborn in the
middle of a pandemic — and continues to be very helpful when we aren’t able
to worship in person.

Megan Teall and Greg Hay with
their young son
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We definitely like St. Mark’s because of Pastor Daniel. His sermons are
relevant, and the fact that he’s younger definitely helps. You don’t find many
people our age going to church anymore, and it is a breath of fresh air to find a
few who still do. In saying that, every single person we have met at church has
been so friendly and welcoming and made us feel at home right from the start.
Mary C. checked in on us after our first visit, and I knew we found a community
to be a part of and where we were going to continue worshiping. Thank you to
everyone who has already made such an impact on our lives and will continue
to do so in our short time in Jacksonville.
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St. Mark's Foundation
The St. Mark’s Foundation is a profound witness to the generosity of our
congregation. For more than 30 years, the Foundation has fulfilled its purpose
“to enhance the mission outreach of our congregation, apart from its general
operating budget” by receiving, reviewing, and granting funds to support the
ministry needs of our community and beyond. Using a conservatively invested
corpus, the Foundation’s returns are made available to anyone who submits a
grant request. The Foundation Trustees review each request and have
granted more than $50,000 over the last three years.

St. Mark's Foundation at Work
BY ELLEN OLSON

Thanks to the generosity of St. Mark’s and the St. Mark's Foundation, another
San Marco Chamber Music Society benefit concert is on the books!
On September 12, SMCMS presented our 17th benefit concert for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation. JDRF has funded research to make the lives of
those with type 1 diabetes easier.

2020 Foundation
Recipients
Tech & Security Upgrade
Hannah Bardin
Scholarship
Birthday for Christ
Team Brownsville
San Marco Chamber
Music Society
CPR Equipment
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
Lutheran Social Services
ALDEA
Jacksonville Campus
Ministry

Eric and I do not have diabetes, but we have it in our family.
My uncle, without all the tools we have today, lost his sight,
lost a limb, and eventually died prematurely from
complications from type 1 diabetes. And our daughter, Gina,
has spent most of her life balancing her carbohydrates and
insulin.
When Gina was very small, we had to give her twice-daily
injections. We had to strictly time all her meals and snacks.
She had to go to bed and get up at exactly the same time
every day. For several years, I got up every night at 2 a.m. to check her blood
sugar level. As she grew older, Gina would prick her finger at least 10 times a
day to test her own blood sugar levels.

(from L to R) Les Roettges,
Rachel Clifton, Ellen Olson, Eric
Olson, Patrick Graham, and
Leslie Burkhalter from JDRF

Now, with advancements made possible through research funded by JDRF,
Gina has a continuous glucose monitor connected to an insulin pump that
makes it unnecessary to test so often. As a matter of fact, her life is almost as
flexible as someone without type 1 diabetes. However, insulin is not a cure.
The St. Mark’s Foundation has been wonderful about helping us cover our
concert expenses so that 100% of the donations can go to JDRF. Between the
60-70 people who attended the September concert in person and the others
who watched via live stream or the recording, we have raised over $3000.
Thank you, people of St. Mark’s and the St. Mark's Foundation, for always
being so supportive of the San Marco Chamber Music Society and our
fundraisers for JDRF!
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To support JDRF, visit:
http://www2.jdrf.org/goto/
letscuretype1
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Updates from Congregational Council
BY RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of Saint Mark’s,
Your Church Council met on September 27 and the following items were
discussed and actions taken:
1. Covid-19 restrictions were briefly discussed and the consensus was that
there was no reason to deviate from our current policies regarding
precautions for the pandemic.

Ray Booth
Congregation President
RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Alonzo Batson (2021)
Debora Koepke (2021)
Kathy Kleppinger (2021)
Janet Linn, Vice Pres (2021)
Charlotte Devier (2022)
vacancy (2022)
Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Leslie Allen, Secretary (2023)
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Bernie Giancola (2023)
Jennifer Treat (2023)
Ark Advisory Committee
Bill Ahrens
Janet Linn (Council Liaison)
Carl Moser
Bridget Pudimat, chair
Alice Trainer

St. Mark's Foundation
Steve Hicks (2021)
Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
John Trainer (2023)
Jack Hudson (2024)
Gary Pudimat (2025)
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2. Due to an unforeseen scheduling conflict, the Peter Mayer concert will be
rescheduled. The proposed new date is December 13 but that date has
not yet been confirmed.
3. Council discussed cottage meetings with the congregation to discuss
your visions for the future of St. Mark's and our ministry. We will offer
small meetings in person and by Zoom this Fall. More details will be
available soon.
4. Electric appliances for the kitchen have been ordered and should soon
arrive and be installed. The change from gas to electric will provide a
kitchen that is safer and less expensive to operate.
5. A leak in the roof between the library and the kitchen was discovered a
few weeks ago. The roofing contractor who previously replaced the roof
on the Nave and music annex has returned to make this repair for us.
There is some water damage in a closet which will need to be addressed.
6. If anyone wants to propose any amendment to the St. Mark's
Constitution, the deadline for submission to the Council is October 13.
Those proposals will be considered at the Annual Congregational Meeting
in December.
Our next Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, October 25,
2021 at 7:00 p.m. You are welcome to attend that meeting. Please contact
me or Vice President Janet Linn if you want to attend, as you will need the
Zoom ID and passcode.
If you would like to address the Council on any subject, our Constitution
requires that “a written request must be submitted to the council president
at least one week prior to the meeting asking to be included on the agenda,
along with an explanation of the reason for the request and a copy of any
materials planning to be distributed to council members.”
If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me.
Ray Booth
Council President
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CALENDAR
BIRTHDAYS
Judy Batson - Oct. 03
Dee Dee Royal - Oct. 04
Mark Crowston - Oct. 05
Peter Armstrong - Oct. 06
Pam Bryant - Oct. 06
Naomi Darby - Oct. 07
Esther Hixon - Oct. 08
Keels Jorn - Oct. 09
Leslie Allen - Oct. 10
Irene Laffe - Oct. 10
Cassidy Williams - Oct. 18
Amber Brown - Oct. 20
Connie Logan - Oct. 21
Deborah Peterson - Oct. 22
Mary Mittelstadt - Oct. 26
Ruth Copeland - Oct. 29
Renee Roath - Oct. 29
Jeni Heneghan - Oct. 31

ANNIVERSARIES
Megan Teall & Greg Hay
- Oct. 15

MINISTRY STAFF
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 102
pastordaniellocke@gmail.com

About Us
SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Our Mission

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol, Intern
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x104
intern@stmarksjax.org

Our Vision

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic
servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be
nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our
relationship with Christ in service to community.

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com

Our Worship & Office Hours

Church Office

Worship Services:

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Sunday 9:30 a.m. (In person and Online)

Jacksonville, FL 32207

1st and 3rd Saturdays (In person only)

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
The office is closed on national holidays.

Office phone: 904-396-9608
Fax: 904-396-3515
Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com
Web: www.stmarksjax.org

