
Why Generosity Matters
BY PASTOR DANIEL LOCKE

My entire journey through seminary is paved in acts of generosity. 

One of the many documents required for entrance into candidacy in the
ELCA is a “Congregational Support for Candidates at Seminary” form. It
says, “It is our intent to provide support for this member through regular
communication, prayer, fellowship, leadership, and worship opportunities,
and the like. It is our further intent to provide financial support in the
amount of…” It is signed by the pastor and the congregation president.

In the summer of 2012, I took my form to Pastor Gary Haddock at my home
congregation — St. Mark’s Lutheran in Claremont, N.C. Ironically, Rev. Gary
Haddock completed his internship many years earlier at — you guessed
it — St. Mark’s JAX. It’s a small Lutheran world.

I remember Pastor Gary telling me that while my home congregation didn’t
have a specific fund or line item for supporting seminary candidates, he was
committed to supporting me financially as their pastor. In addition to his
prayers and regular check-ins, Pastor Gary sent me a check every month on
behalf of St. Mark’s. That small but significant support ensured that I had
groceries.

A few years later, I arrived at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Durham, N.C, for my
internship, and I was “pounded” by the congregation. “Pounding” is the 
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Since the beginning of 2022, the St. Mark's Foundation has fulfilled 11 grant requests
totaling $25,378. Without the Foundation, those making the requests would have had
to find alternate sources of funding. Only income earned on the corpus, or principle, is
considered available to fund grant requests, which must fall into one of five categories:
capital improvements/debt reduction, scholarships, community outreach, missions,
and internal ministry. Look for the blue arrows                  located throughout this issue of
The Messenger highlighting a few of the grants fulfilled this year. 

St. Mark's Foundation at Work

(continued from page 1)
tradition of supporting the new arrival with a pound of household essentials
(pound of sugar, flour, detergent, toilet paper, canned food, etc).  My car was
full of an outpouring of love and support. This was just the first of many acts
of kindness, love, and support throughout my year in internship.

Over the past 18 months, I have been inspired by St. Mark’s (YOU) as you
paved Kathy’s internship journey with acts of generosity, support, prayer, and
love. It started last summer when we announced the opportunity to host an
intern. A single member committed more than $13,000 to make it happen.

Renewing the internship program requires an investment of ~$40,000. There
are two significant costs that the host congregation commits to funding: a
monthly stipend of $2,000 and housing. The cost for housing is the biggest
variable as we plan to host again.  

During the last 6 months, I have been humbled by the number of individuals
who have reached out to me with an interest in supporting the continuation
of the internship program with a financial contribution. Recently, a long-time
member of St. Mark’s committed $15,000 towards the internship program for
the 2023-2024 school year. 

They stated, “I have been a member of St. Mark’s for almost 40 years. I care
for my church family and pastor. Having an intern will provide an educational
opportunity for our congregation and intern. This is why I have chosen to
invest $15,000 in the internship program.”

Funding the internship program through designated giving ensures the
success of the program without any impact on the annual spending plan or
pledged offering. If you are interested in supporting the internship program
financially, or if you or someone you know has a property in or around San
Marco that could be a viable option for hosting an intern from August 2023 to
July 2024, please contact Pastor Daniel.  

Thank you for your continued commitment and support to this program.
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Pastor Daniel with our
most recent intern,

Kathy VanOsdol



vigorous debate when someone decided to start
publishing musical notation!) In more modern times, hymns have been
written with only one vocal line. This usually means the choir (and assembly)
all sing the melody because the composer has written a more intricate part
for accompanying from the piano or organ.

Sopranos: Sopranos almost always sing the melody, especially in hymn
singing. When people from the assembly don’t read music, they sing the
soprano line. This includes bass-clef voices who sing the melody an octave
down. In hymn singing, soprano notes aren’t particularly high — that happens
in music written for choirs to sing alone. In many church choirs, some
sopranos will sing a descant — a much higher counter melody that soars
above the other singers to add interest and drama. 

Altos: Altos are glue! They provide the harmonies that let us know if what
we’re hearing is in a major or minor key. They add harmonic colors that let us
know if we’re singing a hymn from northern Europe or something jazzy. Heard
by itself, the alto part is often. . .unimpressive. But what would we do without
it? Imagine a choir without altos. It’s sad, isn’t it?

Tenors: There are more jokes about tenors than all other voice parts
combined! Our choir room used to contain the warning to the right
(that I will always believe was probably placed there by a tenor). All
kidding aside, tenors work with the altos to support the harmonic
texture and to add color and fullness to the choir’s overall sound.

Basses: There’s a reason they are called basses — they are the base of
choir. Basses normally sing a harmonized part, but they are also more
likely to be found singing the “root” of a chord. Basses help the rest of
the choir sing in tune by providing a solid foundation. They also add
richness and depth to the music. 

Which part do you sing? All singers are welcome to join the festival
choir in its work of leading the church’s song at St. Mark’s. Whether
you sing soprano, alto, tenor, or bass, we hope that you will join us.
For more information, contact Tony Cruz or any choir member.

St. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's Foundation   
purchase & installationpurchase & installationpurchase & installation

of new adjustableof new adjustableof new adjustable
organ benchorgan benchorgan bench   

   
$2950

$2950

$2950
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Why Sopranos, Altos, Tenors, & Basses Matter
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

OCTOBER 2022

Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com

(904) 396-9608 x103

Four-part music
Have you ever noticed that music in hymnals usually
has four separate lines to follow? There are two on
the top line (treble clef) and two on the bottom line
(bass clef). This is because since the time music
began to be published along with lyrics, it was written
for four-part singing — not the organ! Each voice part
is responsible for a specific line. (For a long time,
hymnals only included texts. It caused a scandal and 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
5:30 TO 7:00 PM

Trunk or Treat

St. Mark'sSt. Mark'sSt. Mark's
FoundationFoundationFoundation   

new tablet computersnew tablet computersnew tablet computers
and other support forand other support forand other support for

The ArkThe ArkThe Ark

   

$1600$1600$1600

Bob and Sarah Whitkop were referred to St. Mark’s
Ark Preschool by family friends. Their two eldest
children graduated VPK at The Ark, and the two
youngest currently attend. 

When people ask us how we do it with four young
children, St. Mark’s Ark is always the first thing
out of our mouths. We give them all the credit in
not only making it possible, but in teaching our
kids to be kind, smart, and happy little people.
The Ark is such an important part of our lives.

Every day when we pick up and drop off our kids,
we can see and feel the love that the teachers
have for our children. Our kids love their teachers
like family and are excited to see them every day.
Even in infancy, our babies have always been so 
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Why St. Mark's Ark Preschool Matters
BY BOB & SARAH WHITKOP

THE MESSENGER

happy to spend time with their second family at The Ark. We love that they
have developed strong bonds with people outside of the family.

Our whole family (parents included) have developed relationships with the
teachers. Ms. Tiffany and her bubbly energy is contagious, and she is a
family favorite. Back when I (Sarah) was a new mom, the baby room
teachers were always there to support me personally with all my new mom
anxieties, especially Ms. Doreen, who is a real expert on all things baby. Ms.
Asher potty-trained them all like a pro, and no one was more supportive and
caring than Ms. Yolanda when our daughter was going through a tough time
with eczema. Ms. Heather stole our son’s heart. Ms. Linda did an amazing
job prepping our two oldest for Kindergarten in the VPK program. We’re sure
we’re leaving people out…there are just too many fantastic caregivers at St.
Mark’s Ark!

Our favorite memories are the family events — from Christmas and Spring
programs to lunch picnics and holiday parades to graduation events. The
staff are always doing their best to create special memories for the parents
whenever possible. We really value The Ark and what it offers and how well
our children do there.

"We really value The
Ark and what it offers." 
— Bob & Sarah Whitkop,

Ark parents of four



(excerpt from report at ELCA
Churchwide Assembly):

"As of June 2022, Lutheran
Disaster Response raised

over $10 million…to provide
immediate and long-term
assistance to Ukrainian

refugees." 

Many Lutheran individuals — as well as the church itself —receive periodic
requests for additional funding when various natural disasters or
humanitarian crises occur. The appeal last spring for the people of Ukraine
was a new, yet vital request to help out innocent victims of an acute military
event which left many Ukrainian people (especially women and children)
having to leave their homes and go to a foreign place with no guarantees of
food or shelter. The local churches in the Eastern European region were doing
all they could to support the refugees but were overwhelmed.  

This just seemed like the perfect opportunity for us to live our faith and act
like we say we believe — helping our neighbor. Recognizing how blessed we
are to live in our secure and financially-sound country, it is our right and duty
to share our blessings with others less fortunate. In my heart, I thought the
people of St. Mark's felt the same way and were looking for a means by which
they could help.

The initial thought was that perhaps we could raise $1000. A member of
the St. Mark's Foundation suggested it might have some unused funds
available as a matching incentive. The church council unanimously
voted in favor of supporting this appeal and came up with the much
greater goal of $2500. 

Within a matter of weeks, St. Mark's was able to send the ELCA a check
for the Eastern European special appeal for $7,681, an amount far exceeding
everyone's expectations and goals. Many, many members participated from
small amounts to much larger ones. I was personally amazed by the rapid and
extremely generous response by the congregation. 

The benefits to uniting the congregation in such an appeal are numerous.
People feel good being part of a larger movement that seeks to combat the
evil going on in the world. It provides a means by which we can live our faith
and actually follow the words of Christ: "Love your neighbor" and "when you
do these things until others, you do them unto me." We are following in Jesus’
footsteps. It reaffirms our purpose of why God has put us on earth and why we
are proud to be called a Christian.

St. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's Foundation   
matching funds formatching funds formatching funds for

Eastern EuropeEastern EuropeEastern Europe
special appealspecial appealspecial appeal

   

$2500

$2500

$2500

Why Community Matters
BY DR.  J IM DENNIS,  CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
5:30 - 7:00 PM

Blessing of the Animals

Dr. Jim Dennis
Congregation Vice President
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Josh & Elisa Richard
Hello, St. Mark’s family! We’re Elisa and Josh
Richard, and we’re so excited to be joining
this community. We’ve always enjoyed
attending church and realized we wanted to
find a community that was open to everyone
and offered a warm welcome to all walks of
life. When we first heard Pastor Daniel preach,
we knew this was the place for us; we wanted
to join a church that believes in God’s
goodness and acceptance, where all forms of
prayer are encouraged, and where we could
connect with friends on a deeper level. Josh
and I are excited to become involved in the
community and get to know each and every
one of you! Blessings to all. 

New MembersNew Members
Jody Crawford Rice
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was my home congregation as a child. I was
baptized here in 1953, confirmed by Pastor Lingle in 1967, and married here
in 1972. Once I graduated from Jacksonville University with a degree in
marketing, I worked in the retail/wholesale industries for over 30 years. 

Jeffry Linn Rice
I am a native of Huntington, Ind. We are returning
to St. Mark’s since this was the church where we were married and members
45 years ago! We have great memories of Jody’s grandmother (Tena
Hegman) attending along with her dad and mom (Dan and Lorraine
Crawford). Jody’s sister and brother-in-law (Tom and Lynn Beck) were also
active members. We had good times at the fellowship meals. St. Mark’s was
our first church together and now we have returned home.

In 2005, I heard God’s call and entered
Gettysburg Seminary. My first call church was
in Cole Camp, Mo. My second church was
Grace Lutheran in Fremont, Ohio. In November
2020, I retired from ministry due to my health.
We moved back to Jacksonville on December
27, 2021. We have moved 31 times in our
married life and lived in 8 states. What an
adventure God has given us! We came back to
St. Mark’s since this is home. You are family…a
place where we belong. I pray God will direct
my gifts to be of service to St. Mark’s and the
community.

Jody & Jeffry Rice

Josh & Elisa Richard
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Why Invitation Matters

That comment gave Keels an idea. “I thought, ‘Tony says we always need new
ringers,’ so I contacted Laci and invited her to come out,” Keels says. “I was
just thrilled that she did.”

It was perfect timing. “I knew that I wanted to get back into playing music,
and this invitation seemed to be divine intervention,” Laci says. “I would have
never actively sought out a choir to play with on my own.”

Due to that simple invitation, the two women have been playing handbells
together for the past few years. “I enjoy working together to make music,”
Laci says. “The fact that I get to see Keels and Bernie regularly is an added
bonus! I am amazed at how talented Tony and the other members are. This
has been a wonderful experience, and I have felt very welcome at St. Mark’s.”

BY KEELS JORN & LACI  WOLFE,  AS TOLD TO SARAH MARTIN

Laci Wolfe and Keels Jorn first connected years ago when the Jorns needed
a household helper. After the Jorn kids got older and Laci married and had
children of her own, the two families connected on Facebook to stay in
touch. “I had the fondest memories of being with the Jorns,” Laci says. “I
adored them so much and continued to think of them over the years.”

One day, Keels posted on Facebook about playing handbells with the St.
Mark’s Ringers. “Seeing her photo brought back all of the great memories I
had of being a part of a handbell choir,” Laci says. Since she had grown up
playing handbells in church, she commented on the post to let Keels know
they unknowingly had that interest in common.

Laci (left) and Keels (right) play
handbells on July 31

Earlier this summer, we were participating in the Sunday morning worship
service when we became aware of a strong male voice singing in the pew
behind us. At the end of the service, we turned around to greet the man who
was visiting St. Mark's.  

Much to our amazement, he took one look at my husband’s name tag and
said, “You’re Pastor Dick Niewoehner? I’m Tim Elder, Jack Elder’s son.” Tim, a
church musician from Ohio, was in Jacksonville for a family event and decided
to worship at St. Mark’s to see his friend Cantor Tony. Tim’s parents, for many
years, had been active members of our former church. Tim’s dad was
particularly close to my husband. We had met Tim a couple of times before.

Our connection with Tim had been many years ago in a church 1,000 miles
away from Jacksonville, but we were given the opportunity that Sunday to
share with him some wonderful memories of his parents. This opportunity
was made possible because a visitor recognized us from our name tags.

Why Our Name Tags Matter
BY ALICE NIEWOEHNER

If you do not have a
name tag, please ask

an usher for assistance.



Sign up to volunteer to provide needed items or to prepare
meals. Contact Charlotte Devier for more information:

charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com. 

Host Week: October 23 to 30

St. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's FoundationSt. Mark's Foundation   
meals for JCM in-meals for JCM in-meals for JCM in-
person gatheringsperson gatheringsperson gatherings

   

$12
00

$12
00

$12
00

Jacksonville Campus Ministry has had the blessing of being a partner in
ministry with St. Mark’s for many years. Whether it is volunteer hours,
financial support, or the generosity of individual members, this partnership
makes our ministry possible. 

Over the last 30 years, JCM has had countless members of St. Mark’s serve
on our board of directors, where they have advocated for the ministry’s
presence in the area and helped us partner with other congregations and
denominations. Currently, JCM has seven denominational partners and
around 30 congregational partners that support us in ministry. Serving on
the board of such an ecumenical organization allows members to live into
our profession of faith that we are one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

St. Mark’s Foundation grants have provided invaluable opportunities for our
campus ministry from helping us create mutual aid for our students to
allowing us to bring pastors, authors, and other speakers onto campus to
share their experiences with students. Last year, we had Pastor Lenny
        Duncan join us for Food for Thought, and it greatly impacted one
        student, as he was able to hear “the challenges and testimony of a
nonbinary pastor in the church today.” 

Individual members of St. Mark’s have been incredibly generous with their
time, talents, and finances. Almost every week, one of our students asks
when Rachel Mumford will be cooking dinner for Food for Thought again.
Her pasta dishes are unmatched in homemade goodness. Other members
have given generously, especially when our students are in crisis. With
housing costs continuing to skyrocket, our students have needed more

financial assistance. One member’s gift allowed us to
create an assistance fund for our students during some of
the most vulnerable years of their lives. 

The last way St. Mark’s partners with campus ministry is
perhaps the most important. This congregation and its
members are a safe place for our students. We know that
our students are going to be welcomed, affirmed, and
loved by this congregation when they come to worship,
when they encounter members, and when they go out into
the world with you. 
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Why Partnership Matters
BY REV.  SARAH LOCKE,  CAMPUS PASTOR OF JCM

Rev. Sarah Locke
Campus Pastor of

Jacksonville Campus Ministry

(below) Rev. Lenny Duncan
speaks during Food for

Thought last semester at UNF.



St. Mark's Foundation,

The congregation of St. John's Lutheran (Springfield) greatly
appreciates the grant to assist in replacing the plexiglass over the
stained glass window. We have received bids for the repair and will be moving forward with the repair
soon. St. John's is touched by your support of our ministry in downtown Jacksonville.

God's Peace,
St. John's

Thank You!

Dear St. Mark's Congregation,

The Batson family much appreciates the expressions of love and care through the prayers and cards
offered during the terrible time when our brother Moses Jackson's health was seriously threatened
and our brother Sigmund Batson died.

We bid each of you God's peace.

Sincerely,
Judy and Alonzo Batson, Jr.
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What does service mean to me? Well, in my terms, serving is just like loving
your neighbor. You love and respect those around you. I like to serve not only
at church as a crucifer, but also in my community. I have helped with food
drives, ladies' and men's career closets at Sulzbacher, and have teamed up
with my mom's colleagues and my sister to give literally thousands of people
meals for the annual Farm Share Thanksgiving food distribution.

Service runs through my veins. I serve everyone in any way I can. From helping
classmates with schoolwork to volunteering to feed and clothe those in need,
I feel joy in helping others. The way that their faces glow when they are
flooded with happiness just makes me feel better about everything. I love to
help others, and I don't believe that I would feel happy without it. I feel
the same joy I feel in serving others as when I serve the Lord. I choose to love
my neighbors, as it makes both sides happy and joyful. I feel strongly about
helping those in need or even those who just ask for help. I enjoy serving as a
crucifer and carrying the cross at St. Mark's. I feel it gives me a connection to
Christ and our church community, who has watched me grow up. I can serve
the Lord and be joyful. That is why service matters to me.

Why Service Matters
BY JORDAN BATSON

Jordan Batson serving
as crucifer.

St. Mark's 
Foundation

St. Mark's 
Foundation

St. Mark's 
Foundation   

repairs & damage

repairs & damage

repairs & damage

prevention at St. John's

prevention at St. John's

prevention at St. John's

Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church

   $3600
$3600
$3600
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Updates from Congregational Council
BY RAY BOOTH,  CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark’s, 
 
Your Church Council met on September 26, 2022 and the following issues were
discussed and actions taken:
 

1. COVID-19: I have been monitoring regularly the data published online by the
CDC for the status of COVID-19 in Duval County. At last, it appears that the
threat of COVID-19 is diminishing to the point that it no longer requires regular
review in Council. I will continue to monitor CDC data as long as I am president
but will no longer be discussing it as a concern at our Council meetings.
 

2. CHAPEL REPAIRS: We are obtaining estimates for the replacement of the
exterior door and sidelights for the Chapel and hope to make a final
authorization for those repairs at our next meeting.  
 

3. AD HOC PLANNING AND VISION COMMITTEE: Council had a lengthy
discussion and review of the remaining recommendations (approximately 35)
from the committee that were not discussed in our August meeting. We are
prioritizing those recommendations and will begin to discuss implementation of
some of them at our October meeting. I am eager to see these changes as we
move forward with the mission of St. Mark's!
 

4. INTERNSHIP: St. Mark's has received a substantial commitment of funds to
support an internship in the September 2023 - September 2024 year. This
commitment, together with some funds from a prior bequest, are sufficient to
cover a significant part of the expense of hosting an intern. Based on this
commitment, the Council authorized Pastor to begin the application process for
our next vicar.

5. PROPOSED BUDGET: The Treasurer presented a detailed overview of the
initial draft of the 2023 proposed budget for St. Mark's. The current budget is
based on projected estimates of giving in 2023 and will be subject to revision as
the results of the 2022 Fall stewardship campaign become patent.

Our next Council meeting will be held on Monday, October 24, 2022, 
at 7:00 pm. If you would like to attend the meeting, please email me in advance
of the meeting. If you would like to address the Council on any subject, our
Constitution requires that “a written request must be submitted to the council
president at least one week prior to the meeting asking to be included on the
agenda, along with an explanation of the reason for the request and a copy of any
materials planning to be distributed to council members.” 
 

If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me.  I look forward
to seeing you Sunday!
 
Ray Booth
Council President

Ray Booth
Congregation President

RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048
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St. Mark's Council
Ray Booth, President (2023)
Jim Dennis, Vice-Pres (2024)

Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)
Debora Koepke, Secretary (2024)

Alonzo Batson (2022)
Charlotte Devier (2022)
 Bernie Giancola (2023)

Linda Kikutis Kropp (2024)
Gina Olson (2024)

Jennifer Treat (2023)
vacancy (2023)

 
Ark Advisory Committee

Bernie Giancola (Council Liaison) 
Bridget Pudimat, chair

Margaret Janz
Jane Kilby

Alice Trainer
Lynette Weber

 
St. Mark's Foundation 

Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
Jack Hudson (2024)

John Mumford (2026)
Gary Pudimat (2025)
John Trainer (2023)

 
* Council meeting minutes are

available in the binder
located in the church office.



BIRTHDAYS
Judy Batson — Oct. 03

Dee Dee Royal — Oct. 04
Mark Crowston — Oct. 05

Peter Armstrong — Oct. 06
Pam Bryant — Oct. 06

Naomi Darby — Oct. 07
Esther Hixon — Oct. 08

Keels Jorn — Oct. 09
Amy Kammerer — Oct. 11

Neil Bullock — Oct. 16
Cassidy Williams — Oct. 18

Amber Brown — Oct. 20
Deborah Peterson — Oct. 22
Mary Mittelstadt — Oct. 26
Ruth Copeland — Oct. 29

Renee Roath — Oct. 29
Jeni Heneghan — Oct. 31

OCTOBER 2022
CALENDAR 

ANNIVERSARIES
Gary & Bridget Pudimat —

Oct. 08



MINISTRY STAFF

Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x102
pastor.daniel.locke@gmail.com

                   

                         

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com

SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our Mission

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic

servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

 

Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be

nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our

relationship with Christ in service to community.

Our Worship & Office Hours

Worship Services:
Sunday 9:30 a.m. (In person and Online)
1st and 3rd Saturdays (In person only)
 

Office Hours:

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

The office is closed on national holidays.

About Us

Church Office

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32207

   

Office phone: 904-396-9608

Fax: 904-396-3515

Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com

Web: www.stmarksjax.org 

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32207


