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From the Pastor 
Eagle’s Wings 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

“Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my 

own hand have gotten me this wealth. But remember the 

Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the power to 

get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he 

swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.” (Deuter-

onomy 8:17, 18) 

 

 Commenting on this passage, Luther wrote: “When 

the riches come, the godless heart of man thinks, I have 

achieved this with my labors. It does not consider that 

these are purely blessings of God that at times come to 

us through our labors and at times without our labors, 

but never because of our labors. For God always gives 

them because of his undeserved mercy. For as we said 

above, He uses our labor as a sort of mask, under the 

cover of which he blesses us and grants us what is His, 

so there is room for faith and we do not imagine that by 

our own efforts and labors we have achieved what is 

ours.” 

 Originally, Labor Day was celebrated with parades 

and large all-day picnics, some even given by the com-

pany as token of their appreciation. I remember attend-

ing one such picnic with my family at Idlewild Park out-

side of Ligonier, PA. It seems now though that we used 

up all our parades and fireworks on the 4th of July. But 

we still have a federal holiday during which we can re-

flect on God’s blessings, His gifts and what he has ena-

bled and empowered us to do. It is a time to give thanks 

in prayer, but also pray for those who are unemployed, 

seeking to use the gifts God has given them. This is why 

the phrase rings true, “God’s work, our hands.” 

 

 

May God bless all of your labors whether at home, in 

the community, at church, or at work.  

—Pastor Bob Hale 

Messages from Council President 
Call Process Update 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual, Walking 

Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for 

Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our 

place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all 

members to review. The manual is also available on the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we 

will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently 

on step 3 bolded below. 

 Step 1- Current pastor resigns or retires…A cele-

bration of ministry together 

 Step 2- Congregation receives a transition pastor 

or interim 

 Step 3- A ministry assessment and discern-

ment process occurs 

 Step 4- The call process begins…call committee 

is formed 

 Step 5- Congregational ministry site profile is 

created 

 Step 6- A call list is formed 

 Step 7- Interview of candidates 

 Step 8- Primary candidates identified and inter-

viewed by congregation council 

 Step 9- Congregation meets primary candidate 

 Step 10-Congregation votes to extend a call; pas-

tor accepts or declines call 

 Step 11- Installation 

 Step 12- Evaluation of the process 

On September 6, there will be a special council meet-

ing with Connie Schmucker, Assistant to the Bishop in 

Leadership. We will meet and review the various items 
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that have been submitted to the Synod for review. We 

will review our finances and talk more about our next 

steps in forming a call committee. Continued patience 

and prayers from all are needed as we continue to move 

along our journey. 

 It may seem like a slow process, but that is inten-

tional. We must spend time ensuring we have all our pri-

orities in alignment, so when our call committee is 

formed, they have a strong foundation to work from. The 

intentional review of our membership list, our policies 

and procedures, our constitution, and our finances will 

only place us in a better spot to bring in candidates for 

interviews. We must stay focused on what St. Mark’s 

needs to be successful. Please continue to pray for our 

church and congregation during this discernment pro-

cess. 

 

Town Hall Meeting Notes 
On Sunday, August 14, about 40 people from the 

congregation joined council members to review our fi-

nancials. Pastor Hale opened with prayer, Jane Kilby 

gave an update on the constitution committee, and then 

the meeting was turned over to Larry Wertz, Treasurer, 

to review the current financial plan.  
The focus of this meeting was to show the congre-

gation where we are with current pledges, what we think 

we can commit to next year and what type of compensa-

tion package could be put together for the future pastor.  

Great dialogue occurred around our financials and 

needs. Many expressed a desire to not let the budget de-

termine what we can and cannot accomplish related to 

our mission. We must focus on what we want to accom-

plish as a congregation and then place the funds to sup-

port those activities.  

The finance committee will continue to work on the 

budget for 2017, and more information will be shared 

with the congregation. The stewardship campaign will 

occur in September/October and everyone in the congre-

gation will be asked to make a pledge for 2017. It is 

through your generous gifts that St. Mark’s accomplishes 

so many great things! 

 

Draft Day Follow-Up 
Thank you to everyone for participating in Draft 

Day 2016! It was a fun day filled with worship, food, 

fellowship, and plenty of opportunities to learn about St. 

Mark’s. We had 13 tables representing various ministries 

throughout St. Mark’s. People had opportunities to ring 

bells and chimes, sign up to be a caregiver, see a video 

about Altar Guild, see a painted sign from our youth, 

learn about Family Promise, and pick up WELCA mate-

rials. John Mumford was a walking billboard for ushers! 

We received over 40 time and talent sheets from mem-

bers, and this information is now in a database so we can 

reach out to members who are interested in various op-

portunities. 

As always, we filled tables with wonderful food. 

Special thanks to David Williams and Neill Baker for 

grilling hamburgers and hot dogs. Leslie Allen led a 

great kitchen crew prepping all of the food and 

setup/clean up. Lots of people were available at the end 

of the day to clean up the space. 

People also got to vote for the most creative ta-

ble….Drum Roll……we had a tie! Tony Cruz and his 

Music Table display tied with Bridget Pudimat and the 

Youth Table display. Everyone was so creative in their 

displays and it was fun to see all of the great work that is 

done every day at St. Mark’s by all of our volunteers. 

If you missed it, don’t worry. Time and talent sheets 

are available in the narthex. You can fill one out and 

place it in the offering plate. It will then be placed in the 

President’s mail box in the office so you can be included 

as part of the team. 
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Winning Tables: 

Music Ministry Table 
 

Youth Table  
 

Thank You! 
Over the last few months, our property committee 

noticed our water bill had increased dramatically, but 

they couldn’t find an active leak or reason for the in-

crease. We were using almost 50,000 more gallons a 

month than previous months and since we knew we had 

not added a pool in the back of the property, we knew 

there must be a leak in one of the plumbing lines. Multi-

ple plumbers were called for assistance and none could 

find the problem without digging along the plumbing 

lines and looking for the leak. We were quoted an aver-

age of $450 for the first 4 hours and then $100 each ad-

ditional hour. Any repairs and materials would be addi-

tional. 

On Saturday, August 20, five volunteers arrived 

bright and early to begin digging along our plumbing 

lines to find the problem. After several hours of digging 

in multiple areas, the leaking pipe was found! A huge 

thank you to Aaron Brown, Robert Brown, Rusty 

Snyder, Mike Swart, and John Mumford for the hours of 

work spent finding the leak. This volunteer labor force 

easily saved the church $800-1,000 that a plumbing 

company would have charged.  
A hearty thank you to all of our VBS volunteers. 

Bridget Pudimat headed up a great group this year and 

all of the kids “surfed” through the first week of August 

during VBS! Great job to all! 
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St. Mark’s was successful with donating to schools 

again this year. Thanks to Carl Moser for leading the 

drive and Mark and Lynette Weber for delivering them 

to St. Johns! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Sunday Service or 2 Sunday Services: Special Called 
Congregational Meeting 

The Celebrate Team held a survey in August to get 

input from the congregation about how many services 

we should offer on Sunday. The results were reviewed 

with Council on August 29, and the majority of the sur-

vey results were in favor of one Sunday service.  

In order to formally make any changes, we need the 

congregation to vote on this. Therefore, Council has 

called a special congregational meeting for Sunday, Sep-

tember 18 immediately following the 10:00 am service. 

The meeting will be held in the sanctuary. The only 

agenda item to be discussed and voted on will be 1 or 2 

Sunday services. If one Sunday service is chosen, then 

the start time of 9:30 am or 10:00 am will also be voted 

on. 
 

All are welcome to attend and give input. Only vot-

ing members may vote. Please come and let your voice 

be heard. 

 

Florida-Bahamas Synod Report 
Report from Bishop Robert Schaefer on the 2016 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly: 

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, “Freed and 

Renewed in Christ,” was the theme of the triennial 

Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA in New Orleans 

from August 8-13. While there were about 950 voting 

members in attendance, with 16 from the Florida-Baha-

mas Synod (along with another 15 of our people who at-

tended the Grace Gathering which ran concurrently), I 

wish you could have all been there to see what an amaz-

ing church [ours is].  

A churchwide assembly centers daily on a midday 

gathering around the Liturgy of Holy Communion. With 

about 1,500 gathered each day, these services of word 

and sacrament were centered in great preaching and 

magnificent and diverse music and liturgy. This was the 

source and summit of all our other activit[ies] which in-

cluded legislative action, reports from Churchwide offic-

ers and units, updates on ministries, workshops, Bible 

study, fellowship and more. 

Our presiding bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, said in her 

report, "I hope you all go home and tell your congrega-

tions that this church is not dying, it is changing.” That is 

the message that I bring back to the Florida-Bahamas 

Synod. God’s work is being done with our hands 

throughout this church. God is doing some amazing new 

things among us as witnessed to by the following actions 

of the assembly: 

• Overwhelmingly affirmed the “Declaration on 

the Way,” a document noting 32 principles of 

agreement between Roman Catholics and Luther-

ans as the result of 50 years of ecumenical dialog. 

The document is commended as a study resource 

for the observance of the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation as Catholics and Lutherans continue 

to strive to heal the breach of the 16th century and 

move toward sharing the Lord’s Supper and min-

istry. 

 

• Adopted AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant 

Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representa-

tion and Opportunities), a holistic, churchwide 

strategy addressing the complex issue of minors 

fleeing violence in Guatemala, Honduras, and El 

Salvador. 
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• Elected our own William B. “Bill” Horne II of 

Clearwater to a six-year term as vice president of 

the ELCA. 

 

• Adopted strategies toward greater diversity 

within the ELCA (whose minority members rep-

resent only 6 percent of its membership) through 

intentional outreach and raising awareness of 

both overt and subtle racism in the U.S. 

 

• Adopted annual budgets for the next three years 

of approximately $64 million annually for ELCA 

ministries and $25 million for World Hunger. 

 

• Affirmed efforts to support veterans and their 

families, military chaplains, and all affected by 

war. 

 
• Adopted strategies for positive investment 

aimed at supporting peace in Israel and Palestine 

and reduced energy usage and reliance on fossil 

fuels. 

 

I return from New Orleans thankful to be a part of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and thank-

ful to be partners in the gospel with each of you! 

 
Peace be yours, 

Bishop Robert G. Schaefer   

 

Dates to Remember: 
 September 6—Special called council meeting 

with Connie Schmucker, Assistant to the Bishop 

in Leadership 

 September 9 at 12:00 pm— Lion’s Pride Starts  

 September 11—“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sun-

day 

 September 12 at 10:00 am at the home of Joyce 

Wertz—Bible Study 

 September 18—Special called Congregational 

Meeting following the 10:00 am service 

 September 25—Sunday Schools Starts 

 September 26—Council Meeting 

—Tracy Williams, Council President 

St. Mark’s Ark 
I can’t tell you all how much the Bears loved VBS. It 

was a joy to watch the volunteers and children inter-

act. Mary Swart sent an email to several of us about one 

of her experiences. I told her it should be in The Messen-

ger. She said, “Don’t use my name.” Unfortunately, 

those of us in preschool don’t always follow directions.  

God’s peace, 

Patrice 
  

“Hello Pastor, Bridget, & Patrice,  

I have to share this little story with you from today's 

VBS. I just finished reading The Messenger & Pastor's 

Corner article on children—what they hear & also what 

they see.   

Well, today I was helping one of the Ark [c]hildren, I 

think her name is Marina, make a shell cross in VBS 

during craft time. We had worked very hard on it—glu-

ing just the perfect shells on her cross—in just the spe-

cial order that she wanted them in. She was very proud 

of her masterpiece. I told her we would put i[t] over on 

the other table to dry overnight & then she could take it 

home tomorrow. 

As I picked it up, I DROPPED IT! The shells scat-

tered. I was so irritated at myself for being so clumsy but 

concerned that Marina would be hurt & upset. I apolo-

gized & said we'll just make another one right now. I 

said, "I just can't believe that I did that."  

Marina patted me on the arm & said, "Oh, that's 

OK—accidents do happen you know." And th[e]n she 

started working on the 2nd cross.  

Some little lady made my day without a doubt. And 

she's obviously been listening to & watching some pretty 

special people that are doing a great job of parenting her 

& teaching her at the Ark. I was so proud of that little 

girl that I could have cried. 

Take care,  

Mary” 

—Patrice Roux-Neal, St. Mark’s Ark Director 

From the Fellowship Team:  
We don't mind you borrowing "stuff" from the 

kitchen, but please return what you've borrowed to the 

kitchen clean, washed, etc. We also would appreciate the 

return of all of the scissors and tea pitchers that were 

borrowed.  We don't want to spend money unnecessarily 

to buy new items when we know they are probably still 

around, but just not where they can be found. 

—Fellowship Team 
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Music Notes 
Tree of Life: A New Liturgy for St. Mark’s  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship came to us with ten 

settings for Holy Communion and we have sung nearly 

all of them—at least in part. A member of our church 

once thanked me for changing the liturgy seasonally be-

cause she had grown up in a church that never changed 

the musical setting of the 

liturgy in the sixteen 

years that she went to 

church there. Some may 

find seasonal changes a 

little too frequent, but it 

is in keeping with the 

practice of liturgical 

churches that place a high 

value on congregational 

song.  

There is a countless supply of liturgies outside of 

ELW and we have done some of those too—most nota-

bly “Now the Feast and Celebration” by Marty Haugen.  

Soon we will tackle a new setting by Marty Haugen 

called “Tree of Life.” 

The setting was 

written to celebrate 

the common heritage 

among Christians and 

contains the entire Or-

dinary of the Mass. 

The “Ordinary of the 

Mass” has been a 

part of Christian 

worship for a very 

long time. The term “ordinary” refers to those sections 

that are always sung/said in a service of Holy Commun-

ion: Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy), Gloria in Excelsis 

(Glory to God in the Highest), Credo (The Creed), Sanc-

tus (Holy, Holy, Holy), and Agnus Dei (Lamb of God). 

Of course even within the ordinary there are little varia-

tions, such as “Return to the Lord” being used for Lent 

rather than a gospel acclamation filled with “Alleluias.” 

Lutherans often substitute “This Is the Feast” for “Glory 

to God in the Highest.” Additionally, parts may be left 

out or spoken, rather than sung, to match the feel of a 

season. Practices vary between denominations and 

within their parishes.  

Fear not—you won’t be hit with all of it once. 

We’ll start with the “Lord, Have Mercy” on September 

11, which is also “God Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.  

We’ll add a new portion at a time until we have learned 

the entire setting and can sing it with ease. 

 

When we add new music to well-known texts, we 

can hear the gospel in a new way and be sent, refreshed, 

in mission to the world.  

 

Bach Vespers 2016: “Christ unser Herr zum Jordan 
kam” 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church continues 

its twenty-six year tradition of presenting cantatas by J.S. 

Bach in the context of the Lutheran Vespers (evening 

prayer) service with inspiring hymns and reverent lit-

urgy. 

Singers from the community are invited to partici-

pate in this unique worship service with professional in-

strumentalists and trained soloists.  

Johann Sebastian Bach is widely acknowledged as 

one of the geniuses of western music and honored with 

the title of “the fifth evangelist” by Lutherans. He wrote 

a cantata for nearly every Sunday on the church year and 

is known for dedicating his compositions “soli Deo glo-

ria”—Glory to God alone.  His sacred cantatas present 

the gospel of Jesus Christ with grace and beauty. 

“Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam” was written to 

commemorate the birth of John the Baptist. There is no 

audition for singers, but the ability to read music, along 

with experience singing in a choir, is important. 

To secure your spot, contact Tony Cruz at 904-742-

5136 or send an email to vespers@comcast.net with your 

name, contact information, and voice part (soprano, alto, 

tenor, or bass). 

 

Bach Vespers Rehearsal Schedule 
October 8, Saturday    

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

October 15, Saturday    

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

October 22, Saturday    

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

October 29, Saturday (Dress 

Rehearsal with orchestra)   

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

October 30, SUNDAY   Service at 7:00 pm 

 

The first three rehearsals are in the music suite at St. 

Mark’s. The dress rehearsal is in the nave 

—Tony Cruz, Cantor 

Marty Haugen, Composer of Tree of 
Life 
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Lion’s Pride 
Lion's Pride begins a new season on Friday, Septem-

ber 9 at 12:00 noon in Hart Hall. Our speaker is from 

Metro Crime Prevention. She will address scams, rob-

beries, and identity theft. Please bring a brown bag lunch 

and join the Lion's Pride bunch! Contact Clara Echerer at 

737-4480 to let her know that you will attend. All are 

welcome, so please join us this season. 

—Clara Echerer 

 “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
We will participate with Lutheran congregations 

throughout the nation in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Sunday on September 11.  

Following a quick lunch in the Fellowship Hall, we 

will divide into groups to serve the community in many 

different ways. Pick the one that most appeals to you. 

Some will put together personal toiletry kits for UCOM 

and others will do a project for UCOM. You can choose 

to pick up trash along Hendricks Avenue or do some 

yardwork for someone who is unable to do it. New this 

year is a project making sleeping mats for the homeless 

out of plastic shopping bags. Finally, we will have a 

group making cookies and cards to deliver to one of our 

local firehouses in honor and memory of their fellow 

first responders 15 years ago. 

We need your help on September 11 by participating, 

and now, by gathering supplies. Please start to gather 

personal size soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, 

shaving cream, razors, and washcloths and put them in 

the box in Hart Hall. We also need you to start saving 

your plastic shopping bags. 

— Barbara Brown, Send Chair 

UCOM 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday 

The Send Team is collecting items for “God's 

Work. Our Hands.” Sunday (September 11). These items 

will be bagged and given to UCOM for the homeless.   

So, please bring your toiletries by September and 

put them in the box placed in Hart Hall. Your travel sizes 

are perfect. 

Needed are: soap, shampoo, conditioner, tooth-

paste, shaving cream, razors, and washcloths. 

Thank you for sharing and caring. 

—The Send Team 

Women’s Ministries 
 

 

 

September Circle Meetings: 

 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, September 3 at 10:00 am in 

Hart Hall 

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, September 8 at 7:00 pm in 

the library 

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, September 13 at 9:30 am in 

Hart Hall 
 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

Bible Study 
Beginning on September 12, 

join us for an exciting Bible study fo-

cusing on the Book of Ephesians. 

Every other Monday at 10:00, learn 

to stand firm in Christ and prepare 

yourself for life’s everyday battles. 

The Bible study will last for 7 weeks. 

We will use Priscilla Shirer’s 

The Armor of God study guide, which 

can be purchased at Lifeway or online (http://www.life-

way.com/Keyword/The+Armor+of+God). Priscilla is a 

well-respected author whose works include the New 

York Times bestseller, The Resolution for Women. 

Joyce Wertz will host this Bible study in her 

home at 2127 River Road, Jacksonville, FL 32207. 

Please contact Joyce (904-398-3668) with any questions 

or if you plan to attend.  

Training for Family Promise 
We will hold train-

ing for Family Promise 

volunteers on Sunday, 

September 18 at 12:30 

pm after the sec-

ond service. Bring a bagged lunch; cookies will be pro-

vided!    

Remember, you must be trained in order to assist with 

Family Promise, other than providing food. We have lost 

some of our faithful volunteers and we are in danger of 

not being able to continue with this wonderful ministry.   

Our next host week is October 30-November 6 and 

we need more trained volunteers. Could you help greet 
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families as they arrive on Sunday? Could you find time to 

join them for dinner one evening? Could you find it in 

your heart to be an overnight host so our Family Promise 

guests have a safe, warm place to sleep at night? Please 

join us. We need you.  

—Jane Kilby, Family Promise Coordinator 

Diabetes Benefit Concert 
Soon, the San Marco Chamber 

Music Society will begin its 9th sea-

son with the annual Concert Benefit 

for JDRF. It will take place here at St. 

Mark's on Sunday, September 18 at 

7:00 pm.  Les Roettges, flute; Eric Ol-

son, oboe; Nick Curry, cello; Ellen Olson, viola; and 

Scott Watkins, keyboard will perform music by Schick-

ele, Telemann, Gershwin, and others.  

Come and join us for a fun concert and delicious re-

ception afterwards; and support diabetes research, too!   

—Ellen Olson  

Family Promise: Sister Act  
 Join us for the Family 

Promise benefit Sister 

Act at the Alhambra on 

Sunday, October 2 at 

2:00 pm. The musical 

comedy smash, Sister 

Act, tells the hilarious 

story of a wannabe diva 

whose life takes a sur-

prising turn when she 

witnesses a crime and the cops hide her in the last place 

anyone would think to look—a convent! A sparkling 

tribute to the universal power of friendship, Sister Act is 

reason to REJOICE! 

Sunday, October 2 benefits Family Promise of 

Jacksonville. The show starts at 2:00 pm (doors open at 

12:00 pm) with a meal served from 12:30 pm to 1:30 

pm.  

Purchase your ticket from Family Promise or a 

board member and you will help support homeless fami-

lies with children. The ticket price of $55 includes the 

meal, nonalcoholic beverages, tax, gratuities and a dona-

tion to Family Promise.   

For tickets, call Family Promise at 354-1818 or 

email bethmixson@familypromisejax.org 
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Worship Assistant Schedule for September 2016 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

September 3    5:30 pm 
Saturday 

Loree Mueller ---  

September 4   
10:00 am 

Barbara Brown  Bill Ahrens Mary Cusick and Nicki Hassell 

September 11 
10:00 am 

Jane Kilby  Al Voss Mary Cusick and Renee Roath 

September 17  5:30 pm 
Saturday                     

Loree Mueller ---  

September 18        
                         10:00 am 

 

TBA 

TBA 

 

TBA 

TBA 

 

Mary Cusick and Nola Rahe* 

Susan Jackson and Rachel Mumford* 

September 25       
                           TBD   

 

TBA 

TBA 

 

TBA 

TBA 

 

Mary Cusick and Nola Rahe* 

Susan Jackson and Rachel Mumford* 
 

Date Altar Flowers 
September 4              Gary & Bridget Pudimat  

September 11            Ruth Copeland 

September 18        Sue Rust 

September 25        Lee Stanford   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Would you like to host fel-
lowship hour? Sign up for a 
date on the clipboard be-
hind the large table in Hart 
Hall. 

Order of St. John: 
Names included weekly 
in The Lion’s Roar 

Due to interest in switching to one service on Sunday, 
some of these schedules reflect a possible switch back 
to two services, and some do not. After a vote on Sep-
tember 18, some of this information may be incorrect. 
Check The Lion’s Roar for updated information.   

Fellowship Hosts:  
September 4                Mari-Anne Kapp 
 
September 11 
 
September 18 
 
September 25              Mary Cusick and Eliza-
beth Jenkins 
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September 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 

2 
 

3 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 

 

4   
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave  
 

5 Labor Day  
  
 

6  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library  
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

7 
6:30 pm Volleyball 
(Family Life Chris-
tian) @ Fellowship 
Hall  

8   
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Property 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room 
7:00 pm Priscilla Cir-
cle @ Library 
 

9 
12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride Meeting & 
Lunch @ Hart Hall  
 

10 
7:30 am Men in Mis-
sion @ Fellowship 
Hall 
2:00 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers Stay-home 
Retreat @ Nave 

11  
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
Sunday 
10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 
 

12 
6:30 pm Nourish 
Team Meeting @ 
Conference Room  

13 
9:30 am Deborah 
Circle @ Hart Hall 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 

14 
6:30 pm Volleyball 
(Family Life Chris-
tian) @ Fellowship 
Hall 

15 

The Messenger 
Deadline for  
October 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee @ Con-
ference Room   

16 
 

17 

5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

18  

10:00 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
Special Congregational 
Meeting to follow service  
7:00 pm San Marco 
Chamber Music Society 
Concert @ Nave 
 

 

19 

6:30 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
@ Library  

20 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
6:30 pm Celebrate 
Team Meeting @ Li-
brary  
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall  

21 
6:30 pm Volleyball 
(Family Life Chris-
tian) @ Fellowship 
Hall 
 

22 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

23 
 
  

24 
 

25 
Time TBA Worship Ser-
vice @ Nave 
 
 

26 

Council Meeting  

27 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band @ Fellowship 
Hall 
 

28 
6:30 pm Volleyball 
(Family Life Chris-
tian) @ Fellowship 
Hall 
 

29 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

30 
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 September Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Jesus 

and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic 

servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in 

Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

Thank You 
      Thank you, St. Mark's friends, for your calls, cards, prayers, and visits 
during my recent surgery and lengthy recovery. They certainly lifted my 
spirits! I hope to be back at my regular activities soon. 

—Larry Tallman 
 

Thank you for your prayers for our son Kenneth Edwards who under-
went liver transplant surgery at Mayo Clinic. He is now back at home in At-
lanta. 

                     —Jim and June Edwards 

     News? 

If you have an article/message for the congregation (e.g. fellowship, 
community event, youth event, worship service, thank you, etc.), email Gina 
Olson at ginaolson4@gmail.com.  

Please specify whether you would like the message to appear in The 
Lion’s Roar (weekly) or The Messenger (monthly). The deadline for The 
Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday and The Messenger deadline is 
the 15th day of each month.  
      Also, email Gina if you would like her to add an event to the online cal-
endar.   

  

Tony Cruz                            September 1 
Mari-Anne Kapp                 September 1 
Alice Trainer                        September 1 
Joyce Wertz                         September 2 
Isla Williams                        September 2 
Brittany Bryant                   September 5 
Susan Jackson                     September 6 
Karen Kristopeit                 September 6 
Bill Ahrens                           September 7 
Nicki Hassell                        September 7 
Lauren Ragland                  September 7 
Cathy Stupski                      September 7 
Marylou Eckels                   September 8 
Peggy Cornely                   September 13 
Miora Rambeloarisoa     September 14 
Kristyn Kendrick               September 16 
Matt Stupski                     September 17 
Sue Ashby                          September 19 
Janis Lumpkin                   September 22 
Mark Weber                     September 23 
Shirley Requet                  September 24 
Bill Rust                              September 26 
Darryl Kendrick                September 27  

Anniversaries  
Barbara & Byron Tillman             Sept. 2 
John & Rachel Mumford             Sept. 8 
Darryl & Patricia Kendrick         Sept. 18 

 Invitation 
      You are invited to St. Paul Lu-
theran Church on Wedgewood Av-
enue for the Annual Prayer Break-
fast on Saturday, September 17 at 
8:30 am. 
     The theme is "Fishers of Men" 
and the speaker will be Leslie Jean-
Bart, a member of the Terrell Ho-
gan Yegelwel Law Firm. She also 
serves on the boards of Three Riv-
ers Legal Services and Christ the 
King Roman Catholic School. 
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning 
One service at 10:00 am.  
A nursery is available.  
 
Please join us on September 18 to vote on how many ser-
vices we will have on Sundays.  

Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 Closed on national holidays. 

 Ministry Staff 

Pastor Robert M. Hale   Interim Pastor 
Mobile phone: 904-612-3064 
Email: Heald44@aol.com 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 
Email: vespers@comcast.net 

Congregational Officers & Council 
Tracy Williams  President  
Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 
Leader 
Jane Kilby  Secretary & Family Promise Coordinator  
Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 
Aaron Brown  Property Chair & Men in Mission 
Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 
Loree Mueller  Financial Secretary 
John Mumford  Invite Liaison   
Barbara Brown  Send Chair  
Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal   Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
 Office phone: 904-346-0404 
 Email: director@stmarksark.com 
 Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarksjax 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

We are a welcoming congregation where you can express your love for God and for God's peo-
ple and creation no matter your age, race, economic status, or sexual orientation. 

St. Mark’s 

Lutheran 
Church 


