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From the Pastor 
In the words of former Yankee catcher, Yogi Berra: 

“It’s déjà vu all over again.” It is with joy that I am able 

to return and be with you as you complete the call pro-

cess and move forward with a new vision for your future 

as the body of Christ, St. Mark’s. I know it has seemed 

like a long journey and your patience has been tested. 

But I ask you also to remember where you came from 

and the progress you have made. Your commitment to 

ministry and mission during this time is exemplary. God 

has blessed you with a variety of gifts and soon will 

bless you with pastoral leadership that will enable you to 

continue to grow and serve our Lord. My personal 

thanks to Pastor Bell for his compassionate serving as 

your interim pastor after I departed. 

Peace of Christ be with you,  

Pastor Bob Hale 
Interim Pastor 

From the Council President 
Call Process Update 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod has a manual Walking 

Together through the Transition Process: A Guide for 

Congregational Leaders. A copy of the manual and our 

place along the steps is available in Hart Hall for all 

members to review. The manual is also available on the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod website. There are 12 steps we 

will go through as we call a new pastor. We are currently 

on step 8 (bolded). 

 Step 1: Current pastor resigns or retires…A cele-

bration of ministry together 

 Step 2: Congregation receives a transition pastor 

or interim 

 Step 3: A ministry assessment and discernment 

process occurs 

 Step 4: The call process begins…call committee is 

formed 

 Step 5: Congregational ministry site profile is 

created 

 Step 6: A call list is formed 

 Step 7: Interview of candidates 

 Step 8: Primary candidates identified and in-

terviewed by congregation council 

 Step 9: Congregation meets primary candidate 

 Step 10: Congregation votes to extend a call; pas-

tor accepts or declines call 

 Step 11: Installation 

 Step 12: Evaluation of the process 

Praise God for our call committee: Elizabeth Jenkins 

(co-chair), Alonzo Batson (co-chair), Gina Olson, Renee 

Roath, Mark Weber, and Gary Pudimat. These members 

were called by God to lead us through our call process. 

We all pray for each member so that they have patience 

and wisdom to listen to the call of God during this transi-

tion process. A huge thank you to each member for the 

work they did to lead us through this transition. Over the 

past 7 months, our call committee completed our minis-

try site profile and worked with our synod to review the 

first call pastor call list. They interviewed a first call can-

didate and passed the name on to council on Monday, 

August 28 as the primary candidate. The name of the 

candidate is still held in confidence in accordance with 

the call process. This is done out of respect for the candi-

date and relationships they may have with other churches 

or organizations. Now council will reach out to the pri-

mary candidate for an interview. 

Council, Tony, and Patrice will take part in inter-

viewing the primary candidate in September. Following 

the interview, council will vote whether or not to bring 

the candidate forward to the congregation. If council 

votes to bring the candidate forward, a special meet and 

greet time will be set up for the congregation to meet the 

candidate. Soon after the meet and greet, a congrega-

tional meeting would be held to vote on extending a call 
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to the candidate. If council votes to not bring the candi-

date forward, our call committee would come back and 

work with the synod on a new call list. 

Please thank each of our call committee members for 

the work they have done. Also, I ask for prayers from all 

of you so that we may continue to be patient and listen to 

the call of God during this process. We are excited to 

meet the primary candidate and pray for God’s guidance 

during our next steps. 

 
Send: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Be sure your calendar is marked for September 10 so 

you can join in on “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday at 

St. Mark’s. We will start our outreach on Saturday, Sep-

tember 9 as we serve dinner at the Ronald McDonald 

House in Jacksonville. On Sunday, September 10, join 

us for worship followed by a lunch in the fellowship 

hall. Then we will break out into small groups to work 

on various projects, including: 

 baking cookies and making cards for our 

local fire station  

 putting together personal toiletry kits for 

UCOM 

 yard work in our community 

If you do not have an official St. Mark’s yellow 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” shirt, don’t worry, we will 

have them available again this year. We are still planning 

activities, but we will have inside and outside activities, 

sitting activities, and other activities. Everyone will be 

able to help. Even if you are out of town on September 

10, we will collect items prior to the day so you can help 

in advance. Start gathering personal size soap, shampoo, 

conditioner, toothpaste, shaving cream, razors, and 

washcloths. You can place them in the box in Hart Hall. 

This is always such a fun and exciting day so I look for-

ward to our day of service together. 

 

Send: Dinner for Ronald McDonald House 
On September 9, St. Mark’s will host dinner at the 

local Ronald McDonald House. We will need about 8 

volunteers (ages 13 and up) to volunteer to prepare the 

meal at the Ronald McDonald House. We do not serve 

the meal. We just ensure that it is ready by 5:00 pm. We 

will plan a meal for 75 people, collect the food, prepare 

the food at the House, and then put it out for families to 

enjoy. This is a fun way to provide outreach to our com-

munity and support families who are going through the 

stress of illness and hospital visits.  

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

 September 9: Ronald McDonald House Dinner 

 September 10: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sun-

day 

 September 10: San Marco Chamber Music Soci-

ety Concert 

 September 25: Council Meeting 

 October 7: Oktoberfest 

 October 15: Blood Drive 

 October 15: RareSong Concert 

 October 17: Proposed changes to constitution 

due  

 November 5: San Marco Chamber Music Society 

Concert 

 December 1: Names for Council Due 

 December TBD: Birthday for Christ 

 December 17: Annual Congregational Meeting 

 December 24: Christmas Eve 

Please check our website for updates, times, and lo-

cations. 

—Tracy Williams, Council President  

From Synod Council 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ of the First Coast 

Conference, 

 As you may know, the Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Council meets 4 times a year to discuss and vote on vari-

ous matters relating to our lives together. Most often, 

those meetings are held at the Synod Office in Tampa or 

at Luther Springs.  

 It has become the practice in the past several years 

for your Synod Council, comprised of people elected by 

the Synod Assembly and coming from all parts of the 

state, to hold one meeting each year in a different part of 

the state. As we take the “Synod Council on the Road,” 

we invite all congregations to the area—including pas-

tors, congregational councils and officers, and interested 

lay members—to a conversation and worship. Last year, 

we met in Melbourne. This year, we are heading to your 

area—the First Coast Conference! On behalf of the en-

tire Synod Council, I invite you and your congregation to 

join us for conversation and worship on Friday evening, 

September 15, 2017 at St. John Lutheran Church, 

1950 Silver St., Jacksonville, from 6:45 pm to 9:00 

pm.  
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 The flow of a regular Council meeting is a Friday af-

ternoon of devotion and business matters, a break for 

dinner as a council, and then a more “informal” discus-

sion on a selected topic, followed by worship. For this 

Friday night discussion time, we are interested in hearing 

from and talking with lay members and rostered leaders 

in an informal, question and answer/discussion format. 

We imagine conversation might be about highs and lows 

of your congregation’s mission in your community; 

ideas about how we might be better connected to each 

other; the challenges and joys of your lay leadership; 

what you need to be a more effective leader; what does 

the Synod Council do anyway?! We will have conversa-

tion starters, but hope that our time together will evolve 

as the Spirit moves among us. We will end the evening 

with worship and Holy Communion. 

 We give thanks to St. John Lutheran Church for 

agreeing to host our worship and this time together. All 

are invited and welcome. I look forward to seeing you on 

Friday evening, September 15. If you have questions, 

feel free to contact Michele Hilton, Assistant to the 

Bishop for Administration at micheleh@fbsynod.org. 

We also give thanks to Trinity Lutheran Church who is 

hosting our actual Synod Council business meeting on 

Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. The First Coast 

knows what it means to be “church together”!  

 

 “I give thanks to my God always for you because of 

the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 

for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind.” 

—1 Corinthians 1:4-5 

 

I look forward to seeing you.  

 

Your sister in Christ,  

Cheryl Stuart  
Vice-President  

Florida-Bahamas Synod Council  

Lion’s Pride 
Lion’s Pride will meet on Septem-

ber 8 at noon in Hart Hall. The host-

ess is Janis Lumpkin. Clara Echerer 

would like reservations in by 

Wednesday, September 6. Clara’s 

number is 737-4480.   

 

 

 

Invitation from Hope Lutheran Church  
 Our congregation received an invitation from Hope 

Lutheran Church and Pastor Joyce Gulliford. Please 

RSVP by calling 386-649-0631. Read the invitation be-

low: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th Anniversary of 

Hope Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday, October 22, 2017 

10 A.M. 

 

Join us as we celebrate our 20-year anniversary as mem-

bers of the Florida-Bahamas Synod, ELCA. Worship 

Service followed by lunch in the fellowship hall. 

 

Hope Lutheran Church 

273 County Road 309 

Satsuma, FL 32189 

Exploring St. John’s Gospel  
An Announcement from the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 
The Bishop’s Institute for Ministry and Leadership Presents 

 
The Book that John Wrote: 

A Weekend Exploring St. John’s Gospel with Earl Palmer 

  

The event includes four workshops: 
1. Jesus the Good Teacher 
2. Jesus the Friend 
3. Jesus of History/Christ of Faith 
4. Two Signs of Joy in John’s Gospel (Delivered as Sun-

day’s sermon) 
  
September 29-October 1, 2017 
The Episcopal Center in Live Oak, FL 
  
Registration and Information regarding rates: 
https://campweed.campbrainregistration.com or call 386-

364-5250 
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Women of the ELCA  

September Circle Meetings: 

Rebecca Circle: Saturday, September 2 at 10:00 am in 

Hart Hall  

Deborah Circle: Tuesday, September 12 at 9:30 am in 

Hart Hall 

Priscilla Circle: Thursday, September 14 at 7:00 pm in 

Library  

 

All women are invited to participate in circle meetings 

and special events. Contact Rachel Mumford at (904) 

730-3880, or Joyce Wertz for more information. 

Call Tree & Contact Information 
The call tree is functional! 

We need to update records, so 

please check your contact infor-

mation and be sure it is correct. 

There is a list of names and 

phones on a clipboard on the 

bulletin board by the main en-

trance. Please make changes so 

we can update our records.  

Time & Talents 
Please fill out your Time and Talents yellow sheet. 

We ask for these annually so we can plan future events, 

include people in activities, and learn about ways you 

want to serve St. Mark's. Once you fill it out, please 

place it in the offering plate or submit it to the church of-

fice. All forms will be shared with each committee so we 

can include you in future planning. Thank you for taking 

time to share your time and talents with St. Mark's.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Anniversary  
Looking Back & Called Forward: ELCA 500:  
An event commemorating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation   

  

 Please plan to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton on Tuesday, October 31, as she co-hosts a com-

memoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  

The event, which will include speakers and a service, 

will be at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation on 

Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Bishop Eaton will be 

joined by co-hosts Indiana-Kentucky Synod Bishop Bill 

Gafkjen, ELCA Vice President Bill Horne and Metropol-

itan Washington, D.C., Synod Bishop Dick Graham.  

The event is open to the public and will be available 

online via livestream. All are invited to participate and 

honor the Reformation anniversary as we bear public 

witness to Christ, who frees us to love and serve our 

neighbor, and as we look to the future to which God is 

calling us.  

Blessings to you as we commemorate this historic 

occasion in our church. 

St. Mark’s Ark 
Summer was fun, exciting, and busy. The Ark chil-

dren went on several field trips, learned to swim at the 

YMCA, and attended Vacation Bible School.   

Thirty children attended swim lessons this year. The 

lessons were very successful. Children were put into 

groups based on ability. The Y instructors were able to 

get each child to make progress during the eight days of 

instructions. With the number of drownings in Florida, 

we are doing our part to protect God’s children. 

Forty Ark children attended VBS. It was the talk 

among the mothers of the Bears. At the end of VBS, the 

Bears each got a stuff “s’more.” Lucas named his Ms. 

Patrice. He said, “It’s because she is sweet.” When his 

mother told me what he did, I almost cried. This neigh-

borhood is full of young families and I am happy St. 

Mark’s Lutheran is ministering to them. Thank you to all 

the VBS volunteers. You did a wonderful job! 

The regular year is starting and summer fun is over. 

Ark graduates have moved on to elementary school and 

new little ones have taken their place. My prayer for St. 

Mark’s is that its mission to show God’s love to his 

smallest lambs continues to grow. 

God’s peace, 

Patrice Roux-Neal 
St. Mark’s Ark Director 
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Music Notes 
 For several years, Tony Cruz and Jane 

Daugherty have escaped the June heat, 

and traveled to Columbus, Ohio in pur-

suit of a master’s degree in Church Mu-

sic at Trinity Lutheran Seminary. It is 

both exhausting and exhilarating, as 

they study theology and Lutheran lit-

urgy. Part of this program requires a 

nine month Field Experience “where 

the student functions as a profes-

sional church musician in a setting 

where the student serves under a mentor or as an assis-

tant to a professional musician.”* Tony completed this 

requirement last spring with the guidance of Bill Ahrens 

and Eric Olson. 

Jane Daugherty will serve in this capacity in Septem-

ber 2017-May 2018 with the coaching of Tony Cruz and 

Lynette Weber. This will provide Jane with a continuity 

of context that she cannot experience as a supply organ-

ist/choir director. Additionally, she will do so within the 

St. Mark’s Community, which has been so loving and 

supportive of her. She is grateful, and looks forward to 

another year of growth and formation. 

 

*Trinity Lutheran Seminary document on Elements 

of Field Experience 

 

Worship without a Choir 
What would Sunday morning worship be like without 

a choir? 

Probably the best way to answer this question is to 

consider what the purpose of the choir is to begin with. Is 

it more than a liturgical decoration? 

As Lutherans, we subscribe to the notion that congre-

gation song is the preeminent form of music in the 

church—that is the singing of hymns and canticles. Ac-

cording to the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians 

Statement on Worship, the choir is in place to “enhance, 

enrich, and elevate” the congregation’s song. Each 

Wednesday night we pay special attention to the hymns, 

psalms, and liturgical music so that we can be good lead-

ers for the assembly. Using piano or organ and other in-

struments along with free introductions and alternate har-

monizations adds vitality and interest to the community’s 

singing. 

For centuries, Christian worship has also included mu-

sic sung by the practiced choir. These pieces can take the 

form of psalm settings, proper verses, and music offer-

ings. Congregational song supplemented by more artistic 

music from the practiced choir adds richness and variety 

to our worship. 

What would Sunday 

morning worship be like 

without a choir? It 

would have less variety, 

be more simplistic, and 

we would almost never 

learn anything new. It 

would be lacking the 

church’s musical herit-

age and the work of our 

living composers. 

Our choir has lost about half of its members over the 

last few years. This has greatly impacted the kind of music 

we are able to sing. If you are a singer, we would love to 

have you join your voice with ours on Sunday morning, 

to become a part of the musical leadership of the church. 

We rehearse on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 in the 

music suite. We also rehearse on Sunday mornings at 

9:00, right before church. See Tony Cruz or any choir 

member if you have questions. Please, join us!  

 

Daily Prayer at St. Mark’s 
For centuries Christians have 

gathered on Sunday mornings for 

worship, but they have also gath-

ered during the week and at vari-

ous times during the day for daily 

prayer. The ages old pattern of 

praying at certain times of the day 

continues in monasteries and 

other religious institutions 

throughout the world. Why should St. Mark’s be any dif-

ferent? 
In the fall, we will offer Evening Prayer on Tuesdays 

at 6:00 and we will also offer Morning Prayer on Friday 

mornings at 11:15. These services will be brief (30-45 

minutes) and will be largely based on the services of 

daily prayer in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. They will 

include readings, canticles, hymns, and prayers. At this 

time, sermons will not be included.   
Tony Cruz will lead these services in the nave at the 

times named above. At least for now, when Tony is ab-

sent we will not hold services.  
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Would you like to be a reader or assist in leading the 

prayers? Please let Tony know. 

Watch for more information—including how to ac-

cess the nave for these services. Our security system needs 

to be intact during the day to protect the children of St. 

Mark’s Ark. 

Come join us as we pray for the world, our commu-

nity, and the church. 

 

First article by Jane Daugherty, followed by two by Tony 

Cruz, Cantor.  

SMCMS: JDRF Benefit Concert 
The San Marco Chamber Mu-

sic Society will begin its 

10th season on Sunday, Sep-

tember 10 at 7:00 pm at St. 

Mark’s. It is our annual benefit for the Juvenile Diabetes 

Research Foundation. On the program is a Beethoven 

string quartet, plus a piece for oboe and string quartet by 

Arnold Bax, featuring oboist Eric Olson. Please come 

and support JDRF and enjoy another delicious post-con-

cert reception organized by Renée Roath.   

Lutheran Social Services 
Lutheran Social Services has a Facebook 

page. If you have a Facebook account*, 

you can easily learn about what Lutheran 

Social Services (LSS) is doing in the com-

munity. https://www.face-

book.com/LSSJAX/ 

 

Sample of Upcoming Events (as seen on Facebook): 

 

*Note: Without an account, you can still read some of 

the page. You can also visit http://lssjax.org/ 

Restroom Renovation 
An ad hoc committee has formed for the purpose of 

developing a proposal to the church council for a plan 

and budget to renovate the women's and men's restrooms 

located adjacent to the kitchen. These are the primary fa-

cilities for our church and are used by both members and 

visitors. The reason a proposal is being developed is that 

the restrooms are now nearly twenty years old, dingy, 

impossible to properly clean, and are unpleasant for both 

members and visitors. 

If you are interested in providing input to the pro-

posal or would like to participate in development of the 

proposal, contact one of the committee members or any 

member of council. Committee members are Patrice 

Roux-Neal, Mike and Mary Swart, Alice Trainer, and 

Larry Wertz. 

No work will be done unless approved by coun-

cil. If approved, funding will be pulled from the church's 

capital replacement reserve. 

—Larry Wertz  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Devotionals for September 
 “Global Church Minutes are short, one minute or 

less, prayers [for] 2017 and serve as a reminder of our 

connection to our brothers and sisters around the world.”   

Through 2017, I am placing a month’s worth of these 

ELCA devotionals in each Messenger.      

—Gina Olson  
 

September 3:  
Incarnate Christ, you remind us, in your own journey 

to Jerusalem and the cross, of the paths that we are called 

to take in our lives. As you revealed, through your own 

suffering on the cross, the dignity of all whom the world 

causes to suffer, support all who seek to alleviate suffer-

ing in this world. Thanks be to you for all ministries of 

this church that seek to support our neighbors in the 

world as they work to create sustainable and satisfying 

lives, through your Son, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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September 10:  
God, who promises to be with us in all our gather-

ings and to guide us through the conflicts of our lives, 

empower us, through your Spirit, to build community 

that provides life for all people. Thanks be to you for the 

work that ELCA members do in countries throughout the 

world. May your promise to be present with us in all our 

gatherings strengthen us for service, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

September 17:  
Redeeming Christ, you give us courage and strength. 

May we use these gifts to serve our brothers and sisters 

around the world, including those we encounter through 

the ELCA’s global ministries. Guide us through your 

son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
September 24:  

God of justice, who grants us a vision of a world 

where equity and peace reign, grant us, through your 

Spirit, the strength to enact that vision in our world now. 

Praise to you for all the work that ELCA members do to 

enact equity and peace in countries throughout the 

world, especially in the Holy Land. May the faith you 

provide us through your Son, Jesus Christ, compel us to 

work toward the reign of justice that will someday break 

into our history. Amen. 
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  Worship Assistant Schedule for September 2017 
Date Assisting Minister Lector Altar Guild 

Saturday, September 2 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson 

Sunday, September 3 
Thirteenth Sunday 
After Pentecost 

Jane Kilby Janet Gray  Susan Jackson & Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, September 10  
Fourteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

Loree Mueller Neil Daraskevich  Jeni Heneghan & Renee Roath 

Saturday, September 16 Volunteer Volunteer Marieanne Prokop & Ginger Hudson  

Sunday, September 17 
Fifteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Ron Eckels  Alonzo Batson  Rachel Mumford & Nicki Hassell 

Sunday, September 24 
Sixteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Eric Olson  Al Voss  Susan Jackson & Jeanette Snyder 

 

 

Usher for September: Bonnye Bell  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Altar Flowers Order of St. John Fellowship Hosts 
Saturday, September 2    

Sunday, September 3 
Thirteenth Sunday 
After Pentecost 

Lee Stanford Miora Rambeloarisoa The Jorn Family  

Sunday, September 10  
Fourteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

Jack & Ginger Hudson  Ian Heneghan Join us in the Fellowship Hall (gym) for 

lunch before we do God’s work with 

our hands in the community.  

Saturday, September 16    

Sunday, September 17 
Fifteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Bill & Sue Rust Nolan Pudimat  

Sunday, September 24 
Sixteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

Mary Mittelstadt      Tahiana Rakotomandrindra   
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September 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

  
   1 2 

8:00 am Men in Mis-
sion @ Fellowship Hall  
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle @ Hart Hall  
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

4 Labor Day  
 
 

5  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall   
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

6 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite 

7  
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

8  
12:00 pm Lion’s 
Pride Luncheon @ 
Hart Hall  

9  
Ronald McDonald 
House Dinner (meet at 
church at 4:00 pm) 

10  
“God’s Work. Our 
Hands” Sunday 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
7:00 pm San Marco 
Chamber Music Society 
Concert @ Nave 
 

11 

6:30 pm Nourish 
Meeting @ Library 

12   
9:30 am Deborah Cir-
cle @ Hart Hall  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave 
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

13 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite 

14 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall  
7:00 pm Priscilla Cir-
cle @ Library  
 

15  Content for 

October  

Messenger Due 

 
  
 

16 
5:30 pm Casual/Con-
temporary Worship 
Service @ Nave 

 

17  
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
  

18 
 

19 
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall  

20 
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite   

21 

6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
7:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 
@ Conference Room  

22 
  

23 
 

24 
9:30 am Worship Service 
@ Nave 
 

25 

6:30 pm Council 
Meeting @ Library  

26  
10:00 am Ark Chapel 
@ Nave  
6:00 pm Yoga @ Hart 
Hall 
7:30 pm Community 
Band Rehearsal @ 
Fellowship Hall 

27   
5:30 pm St. Mark’s 
Ringers @ Nave 
6:00 pm Volleyball @ 
Fellowship Hall   
7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal @ Music 
Suite   

28 
6:00 pm Yoga @ 
Hart Hall 
 

29 
 

30 
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 August Birthdays 

Saint Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
     

Our Mission 

We invite all people to our church home to cele-

brate God’s many gifts. Nourished by Christ Je-

sus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusi-

astic servants to proclaim the hope and joy of 

life in Christ. 

 
Our Vision 
We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to 
be nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our 
relationship with Christ in service to community. 

St. Mark’s Newsletters 
St. Mark’s has two newsletters. The Lion’s Roar is distributed weekly 

and by email (E-Roar), and The Messenger is distributed monthly (primar-
ily through email, but available in print upon request). Gina Olson does 
layout and editing for both of them.  

The deadline for The Lion’s Roar is by noon on each Wednesday, and 
The Messenger deadline is the 15th day of each month.  

Thank You 

Many thanks for the cards, prayers and kind words of sympathy 
around the death of my father in Pennsylvania on Aug. 5. Our family 
gathered to celebrate his ministry, dedication and love shared with all 
those who knew him during his 69 years as a Lutheran pastor. We feel 
blessed to have had him with us for 95+ years! We appreciate being re-
membered at this time. 

Blessings to you all! 
Mark & Lynette Weber 

 
A Big THANK YOU to the Kitchen Crew for the beautiful brunch that 

was prepared for Pastor Bell's Bon Voyage Sunday. Everyone who at-
tended was treated to quite a spread. Thank you so much to Leslie Allen 
and Loree Mueller who did the prepping, preparing, and planning and to 
Rachel Mumford and Nicki Hassell for helping bake, set up, and serve. 
Also thank all of those who pitched in to help clean up! 

Sometimes we don't realize how much goes on behind the scenes to 
make these events enjoyable and inviting to all. I know I am joined by 
everyone involved when we say Thank You, Leslie, Loree, Rachel, Nicki, 
and members of our St. Mark's Family for your contribution and support. 
 

Jenny Hicks 
 

Tony Cruz                                  September 1 
Mari-Anne Kapp                       September 1 
Alice Trainer                             September 1 
Joyce Wertz                              September 2 
Isla Williams                              September 2 
Susan Jackson                           September 6 
Bill Ahrens                                 September 7 
Nicki Hassell                              September 7 
Cathy Stupski                            September 7 
Marylou Eckels                         September 8 
Jan Dennis                               September 10 
Peggy Cornely                        September 13 
Miora Rambeloarisoa           September 14 
Kristyn Kendrick Cullen         September 16 
Matt Stupski                           September 17 
Sue Ashby                               September 19 
Janis Lumpkin                         September 22 
Mark Weber                           September 23 
Bill Rust                                   September 26 
Darryl Kendrick                      September 27 
 
Clara Giancola’s birthday was omitted 
from last month’s list. Her birthday is  
August 24.  

Anniversaries 
John & Rachel Mumford        September 8 
Darryl & Patricia Kendrick    September 18 

Call Committee 
Alonzo Batson: Co-Chair Person 
Elizabeth Jenkins: Co-Chair Person 
Gina Olson 
Gary Pudimat 
Renée Roath 
Mark Weber 

Correct Address  
To contact Freda Conrad and Pat Win-
ter, use the following address: 
 
Wyndham Lakes Assisted Living 
10660 Old St Augustine Rd, Unit 1201 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 
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Worship & Office Hours 
 

Contact us 

Worship Services: 

Saturdays (Casual/Contemporary) 

1st and 3rd Saturdays at 5:30 pm  

 

Sunday Morning at 9:30 am  

Children are welcome in worship, but a nursery is available.  

 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday  

9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

The office is closed on national holidays.  

 Ministry Staff 
 
Pastor Robert M. Hale   Interim Pastor  

Phone: 612-3064 

Email: Heald44@aol.com 

 
Pastor Patrick Bell     

Phone: 904-249-9925 

Cell phone: 904-229-7438 

Email: pbell47@yahoo.com 

 

Tony Cruz   Cantor 

Office phone: 904-396-9608 x 103 

Email: vespers@comcast.net 

 

Congregational Officers & Council  
Tracy Williams  President  

Bridget Pudimat  Vice President & Nourish Chair/Youth 

Leader 

Jane Kilby  Secretary 

Larry Wertz  Treasurer & Stewardship Chair 

Eric Olson  Celebrate Chair 

Loree Mueller Financial Secretary 

John Mumford  Invite Liaison    

Leslie Allen  Fellowship Chair 

Ray Booth 

Jim Dennis 

John Trainer 

 
St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 
Patrice Roux-Neal  

Director of St. Mark’s Ark Preschool 

Office phone: 904-346-0404 

Email: director@stmarksark.com 

Web: www.stmarksark.com 

Contact us 
 

Church Office 
3976 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 
Office phone: 904-396-9608 
Fax: 904-396-3515 
Email: admin@stmarksjax.org (for office and council) 
Web: www.stmarksjax.org  

 
Facebook Page (Public): 
www.facebook.com/stmarksjax  

Facebook Group (Private/Request to join): 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/94748356090/ 

 

 

The Lion’s Roar & The Messenger 
Gina Olson  
Email: ginaolson4@gmail.com 

 

 

 


