
One of my fondest memories growing
up is watching UNC Tar Heel football
and basketball on TV with my dad. He
preferred to mute the television and
turn on the radio to listen to the
legendary Woody Durham, the voice of
the Tar Heels. I can still hear Woody’s
voice taking a “30-second pause for
station identification.” Both of my
parents are UNC graduates and
therefore,  as  the  song  goes,  I'm a Tar 
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logos or refining their thematic palette. 

It's a trend I witnessed in real time as a
member of the NC State marching and
pep bands.  During my Sophomore year,
NC  State changed logos, from the old
diamond-S logo to the block-S logo.  We
received new uniforms to match.  It’s a
trend in college athletics today to release
special uniforms, alternate jerseys, and
flashy gear to increase appeal. 

THE MESSENGER
S T .  M A R K ' S  E V A N G E L I C A L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  / /  0 9 - S E P T E M B E R  / /  2 0 2 1

Name, Image, and Likeness
By Pastor Daniel 

The Ark - Teacher Spotlight
By Tiffany Bell 

Plentitude of Preludes and
Postludes 
By Cantor Tony Cruz

Reflections from the Vicar 
By Vicar Kathy  

Updates from Congregation
President, Ray Booth

Calendar, Birthdays, &
Anniversaries

SeptemberSeptember

Heel born I'm a Tar Heel bred.
Every Christmas, my aunt gifted
me a Tar Heel hat. I had UNC
apparel and tried my best to
keep up with the fashion trends. 

In the early nineties, the UNC
basketball team introduced a
change in their uniform, from a
simple white stripe to the now-
famous argyle print. Universities
are always reinventing their
image and either expanding their 



likeness rights, Christians have long had
the privilege, responsibility, and benefit
of promoting our identity — not for
financial gain, of course, but in response
to the good news of the Gospel. 

I think that too often we lose sight of
who and whose we are. While athletes
have fought for this milestone,
Christians have too often taken for
granted the precious and privileged gift
of being created, claimed, and called in
God’s image and likeness. God gifts us a
holy responsibility and power to
promote our identity in God, and we are
blessed to proclaim a message that
matters. 

Tonight, September 2nd, the NC State
Wolfpack (my alma mater) kick off their
2021 season with another new,
alternative jersey and helmet. When
asked about the influence and impact of
the new design, NC State Director of
Athletics, Boo Corrigan, said, “You can
look great, but it needs to mean
something. It’s great to look cool. It’s
better to have the story as to why you
look cool. The story is what it is about.”

I think that is the key to remembering
the importance of our identity —
remembering our story. Our name,
image, and likeness in the world is only
effective and pleasing as long as it
proclaims a story. As Boo said, “It is
great to look cool. It’s better to have the
story as to why you look cool.” This
means we ought never take for granted
who we are. We ought never take for
granted whose we are. We ought never
take for granted our name, image, and
likeness and the story it proclaims. And,
we ought never take for granted the
power of that story. For, thank God that
our image — the image of God — is a
story worth telling. Our likeness is one
that witnesses to a story of grace, hope,
mercy, and love. Our name is that of
Jesus Christ, a story of the one and only
who saves.

Starting July 1, there is a new element to
college athletics — Name, Image, and
Likeness (NIL). For the first time, college
athletes are now allowed to profit from
their NIL by signing sponsorship
agreements. This has been a long-time
coming as athletes have been petitioning
for this access for years. 

I’ve been reflecting and praying about
name, image, and likeness in relation to
our identity as Christians. In Genesis, God
said, “Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness” (Gen.
1:26). In Matthew, Jesus commissions the
disciples to “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19). By water
and word, we are named and claimed as
children of God. In Ephesians, Paul
implores the people to “be imitators of
God, as beloved children...” (Eph. 5:1).

Rev. Daniel Locke
Pastor

Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com

As Christians, our name,
image, and likeness
inherently comes from
God. We are made in
God’s image — God’s         
 likeness — we are called,
named, and claimed by
God, and we  are  sent  to 
 be imitators of Christ. Or,
as James says, “be doers
of the word.” While
college athletes have
been petitioning and
fighting for access to
name,         image,         and 

Cover Image:
Pastor Daniel and family at The Old
Well on UNC campus

Top:
Pastor Daniel with Mrs. Wuf during
basketball pep band

Bottom:
Pastor Daniel playing trumpet in The
Power Sound of the South



St. Mark's Ark
Preschool

Celebrating
30 Years

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark
(904) 346-0404

stmarksark@stmarksjax.org

St. Mark's Ark is blessed to have an
incredible and experienced staff.  We are
proud of our teachers and we are
excited for you to meet: 

Heather Golden

Hello, my name is Heather Golden. I
have been a preschool teacher for 28
years. I have worked mostly with the
infants and one-year-olds — I’m even
known as the Baby Whisperer — but this
is my first time working with two-year-
olds. 

Even though I really loved worked with
babies, it is fun to have the toddlers
learning to talk to you. Kids have great
things to say! Kids are so honest with
their emotions and opinions, especially
while eating. I love to experience new
things with them as they develop new
skills and make new discoveries. 

I love being here at St. Mark’s Ark
because of the family atmosphere and
the welcoming spirit. It feels like home
and my family! Everyone is so loving
and accepting. 

St. Mark's Ark: Teacher Spotlight

The purpose of St. Mark’s Ark is to share the love of
Christ in our community by providing loving care,

quality education, and support for children and
families through an early childhood education center.  
The Ark is an integral part of our church’s ministry to
our community and welcomes children from diverse
social and economic backgrounds, without regard to

race, color, religion, or ethnic background.



Tony Cruz, Cantor
CantorTonyCruz@gmail.com

(904) 396-9608

 
Read Cantor Tony's blog:

http://smljax.blogspot.com/

A Free Music Event by AGO
BY CANTOR TONY CRUZ

On Sunday, September 26, at 6:00 p.m. the Jacksonville chapter of the American
Guild of Organists will hold its first meeting — a meeting that is open to the
public.

This is the chapter’s first in-person event since Covid-19 caused shutdowns
around the world. Several organists from churches throughout the chapter’s
reach (which includes the beach communities and St. Augustine) will play music
written for church services.

Each organist will play one or two short pieces suitable for the beginning or the
end of a worship service. We anticipate hearing music from a variety of
traditions, styles, and historical periods.

Jane Daugherty, a member of St. Mark’s and also Minister of Music at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, is scheduled to play.
 
For more information about the Jacksonville Chapter of the AGO, including
information about future programming, visit their website at www.jaxago.org.

www.stmarksjax.org/prayer

San Marco Chamber Music Society 

Free Concert
September 12, 2021  @ 7:00 p.m. 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
 

Donations taken to benefit the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

 

http://www.sanmarcochambermusic.org/

http://www.jaxago.org/


Reflections from Vicar Kathy
BY VICAR KATHY 

Reflections from Vicar Kathy

My first week as your Vicar has been a joyful whirlwind! Thank you for such a warm,
enthusiastic welcome. I really appreciate all your words of affirmation and
encouragement as I start this next adventure on my pastoral formation journey. The
service of installation was special and reminded me that God is up to wonderful things
in my life, the life of St. Mark’s, and the life of the Church right now. It is an exciting
time to enter this ministry vocation.

I am in the process of writing my learning goals for this year at St. Mark’s. One that
I hope to share with all of you is my love of teaching. Teaching Bible studies is one
of my favorite parts of ministry and one that gives me great joy. I also enjoy teaching
people about spiritual disciplines, such as prayer or keeping the Sabbath, as part of
discipleship formation in the church. I remember when I joined my first Bible study in
Indiana almost 30 years ago where we studied the Gospel according to Luke. It was so
much fun, and I learned many things that I had never even considered before. That
Bible study sparked a flame of curiosity in my heart and spirit. I started to explore the
Bible further to grow closer to God and but also to better understand how the Bible
speaks to us as Christ-followers in contemporary times.

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol
intern@stmarksjax.org
(904) 396-9608 x104

Internship Committee
 

Aleizha Batson
Ron Eckels

Patricia Kendric
Kathy Kleppinger, chair

Karl Koepke
Gina Olson

Gary Pudimat

St. Marks will be supporting our second host week for Family Promise September 12 -
19. In consideration of the recent COVID increases, we have decided to not host in-
person at this time. Therefore, we will once again be collecting food and resources to
support our families off-site. There are several ways to participate. We will be
accepting supplies, groceries, meals and/or monetary donations in support of our host
week. Please reach out to Charlotte Devier charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com for
additional information and to sign up.

Family Promise 
BY CHARLOTTE DEVIER

The first study I plan to offer is a
four-part series on prayer. I put this
series together over the summer
using several resources as well as
my study Bible. The name of the
series is “Prayer: God’s Invitation to
Relationship.” I hope to offer some
new ideas about prayer for anyone
who is curious about why we pray,
how we pray, etc. I also look forward
to sharing what I discovered about
prayer practices and why God  cares
about prayer. Prayer is a gift from God, an invitation to relationship with Him as we do
life together in this world.  We will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings after
worship in the Library for an hour on September 26th, October 3rd, 10th, and 17th.

Thank you again for all you have done to make me feel so welcome at St. Mark’s. I look
forward to learning and serving alongside you all in the coming year. Peace to you and
those you hold dear!

Sundays 9.26 - 10.17 @11:00 a.m.

Prayer: God's Invitation 
to Relationship

mailto:charlotte_devier2000@yahoo.com%3E?subject=Family%20Promise%20


EASTER VIGIL

Dear Members and Friends, 

Your Church Council met on August 23 and the following issues were discussed and
actions taken:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Our next Council meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, September 27, 2021, at
7:00 p.m. You are welcome to attend that meeting. Please contact me or Vice-
President Janet Linn if you want to attend, as you will need the Zoom ID and
passcode. 
 
If you would like to address the Council on any subject, our Constitution requires
that “a written request must be submitted to the council president at least one
week prior to the meeting asking to be included on the agenda, along with an
explanation of the reason for the request and a copy of any materials planning to be
distributed to council members.” 
 
If you have any questions about this, please feel free to call me. I look forward to
seeing you Sunday!

Ray Booth
Council President

Updates from Congregation Council
FROM RAY BOOTH, CONGREGATION PRESIDENT

Vicar Kathy was welcomed to Saint Marks and she expressed her gratitude for
the opportunity to serve as our vicar.
 
Covid-19 restrictions were briefly discussed and the consensus was that there
was no reason to deviate from our current policies regarding precautions for the
pandemic.
 
We continued our discussion regarding shaping our vision for Saint Marks after
our mortgage is paid off in early 2023. The need for input from the Congregation
was endorsed by all Council members and it was decided that the best forum to
solicit input would be via small “town hall” meetings conducted by Council
members with a maximum of 8-10 members of the congregation participating in
each meeting. Council will finalize the format and schedule for these meetings at
our next Council meeting and then have signup sheets posted in the Narthex.
 
A proposal was advanced from the Finance Committee to replace the gas
appliances in the kitchen with electric appliances. At present, we must either
leave the pilot lights lit — and that incurs gas bills over $2,000 per year — or turn
the pilot lights off and re-light them when needed. That is a cumbersome
process and the last time that was done, we had a small gas explosion which
gave someone an unsolicited singe of their eyebrows!
 
The cost of the replacement will be funded with a $4,000 grant from the Saint
Marks Foundation and the balance of funds will come from our capital
maintenance fund.
 

Ray Booth
Congregation President

RayBooth55@gmail.com
(904) 673-0048

St. Mark's Council
Alonzo Batson (2021)

Debora Koepke (2021)
Kathy Kleppinger (2021)

Janet Linn, Vice Pres (2021) 
Charlotte Devier (2022)

 vacancy (2022)
Larry Tallman, Treasurer (2022)

Leslie Allen, Secretary (2023)
Ray Booth, President (2023)

Bernie Giancola (2023)
Jennifer Treat (2023)

 
 

Ark Advisory Committee
Bill Ahrens

Janet Linn (Council Liaison)
Carl Moser

Bridget Pudimat, chair
Alice Trainer

 
 

St. Mark's Foundation 
Steve Hicks (2021) 

Cathy Stupski, chair (2022)
John Trainer (2023)
Jack Hudson (2024)
Gary Pudimat (2025)



BIRTHDAYS
Tony Cruz - Sept. 01

Alice Trainer - Sept. 01
Joyce Wertz - Sept. 02
Isla Williams - Sept. 02

Brittany Bryant - Sept. 05
Susan Jackson - Sept. 06

Bill Ahrens - Sept. 07
Nicki Hassell - Sept. 07

Lauren Kemp Ragland - Sept. 07
Cathy Stupski - Sept. 07

Marylou Eckels - Sept. 08
Jan Dennis - Sept. 10

Miora Rakotomandrindra - Sept. 14
Kristyn Cullen - Sept. 16
Matt Stupski - Sept. 17

Joe Daraskevich - Sept. 18
Sue Ashby - Sept. 19

Lynn Marlowe - Sept. 20
Janis Lumpkin - Sept. 22

Mark Weber - Sept. 23
Bill Rust - Sept. 26

Darryl Kendrick - Sept. 27

ANNIVERSARIES
John & Rachel Mumford

Sept. 08
 

Darryl & Patricia Kendrick
Sept. 18

 

SEPTEMBER 2021
CALENDAR 



SAINT MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our Mission

We invite all people to our church home to celebrate God’s many gifts.

Nourished by Christ Jesus and led by the Holy Spirit, we send enthusiastic

servants to proclaim the hope and joy of life in Christ.

 

Our Vision

We strive to celebrate the rich diversity of God’s people, welcoming all to be

nourished in their faith journeys. We live to serve others and fulfill our

relationship with Christ in service to community.

Our Worship & Office Hours

Worship Services:
Sunday 9:30 a.m. (In person and Online)
1st and 3rd Saturdays (In person only)
 

Office Hours:

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

The office is closed on national holidays.

MINISTRY STAFF
Rev. Daniel Locke, Pastor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x 102
pastordaniellocke@gmail.com

                                            

Tony Cruz, Cantor
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x103
cantortonycruz@gmail.com

Vicar Kathy VanOsdol, Intern
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x104
intern@stmarksjax.org

Sarah Martin, Office Admin
Phone: (904) 396-9608 x101
stmarksjax@gmail.com

Tiffany Bell, Director
St. Mark's Ark Preschool
stmarksark@stmarksjax.org
Phone: (904) 346-0404

About Us

Church Office

3976 Hendricks Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32207

   

Office phone: 904-396-9608

Fax: 904-396-3515

Email: stmarksjax@gmail.com

Web: www.stmarksjax.org 

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
3976 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Fl 32207



St. Mark's Finance Snap Shot
BY LARRY TALLMAN, TREASURER

Actual Church General Offerings for the month of May are below budget ($30,200) by
$5,964.  Actual General Offerings for the five months ended May 31 are 115%
($189,089) of budget, thanks to strong contributions in the early months of the year. 

Monthly and year-to-date spending is well below budget, which helps with our
available cash position.  Year-to-date student receipts are $17,775 below direct
expenses of The Ark Preschool, which was expected as we continue to fill teacher
positions and increase enrollment.  

Copies of the financial reports are at the back of the Narthex and are posted on the
hallway bulletin board. If you have financial questions contact Treasurer, Larry
Tallman.  Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministry at St.
Mark's! 

Meet Jennie Richards
ST. MARK'S CHURCH ACCOUNTANT

Anything Numbers' founding accountant, Jennie Richards, is an insightful, out-of-
the-box thinker.  Raised in Jacksonville Beach, Jennie was home-schooled and later
graduated from Fletcher High School.  She is a first generation college graduate and
earned her Bachelor of Accounting and Masters in Business degrees from the
University of North Florida. Jennie has 14 years of diverse finance and accounting
experience in the areas of: real-estate (Vestcor), government and the courts (State of
FL Court System), retail and grocery (Winn-Dixie), and not-for-profit (PACE Center for
Girls).

Jennie began her contract work as St. Mark's Church Accountant on July 1. 

St. Mark's Is Hiring!

Larry Tallman
St. Mark's Treasurer
thetallguys@att.net 

Jennie Richards 
St. Mark's Church Accountant

Finance@Stmarksjax.org 

The St. Mark’s Office Administrator will provide administrative and support services
for St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, church staff, and lay volunteers, equipping and
empowering the community of faith in carrying out its mission. Visit:
www.stmarksjax.org/nowhiring or contact Pastor.Daniel.Locke@gmail.com for more
information.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, PART TIME - JOB POSTING

Congregation Meeting - August 1, 2021
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP

The Florida-Bahamas Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in American will
meet September 17-19, 2021 at the Embassy Suites in Kissimmee, FL. The theme for
assembly is "United Spirit, Diverse Body."  St. Mark's can send 2 voting members as
well as a young adult (15-22). If you are interested in representing St. Mark's, please
contact Pastor Daniel. All expenses paid by St. Mark's.

We will hold a brief congregation meeting following worship on August 1 to elect our
voting members for Synod Assembly.  A  virtual option will be avaialable.  



Pastor Sarah Locke
Jacksonville Campus Ministry

804.896.2125
jaxcm.org

Jacksonville Campus Ministry - New School Year

Opportunities to Serve
Back to School Supply Drive

St. Mark’s is pleased to support The Well at Springfield once again in
their annual Back to School Supply Drive. This year, rather than focus on
complete backpacks, we have been asked to collect the resources listed
to the left. Please return items to Hart Hall by August 1, 2021.

School Items Needed
Wide-ruled notebook paper

Folders (with prongs and
pockets)

No. 2 Pencils
Composition books

Glue sticks
 

St. Mark's will be hosting our second round of families in person on Sunday, September
12, 2021 through September 19, 2021.  Sign up sheets for in-person volunteers as well
as the signup sheet for supplies and groceries will be posted soon. If you are interested
in becoming an overnight or meal volunteer please contact Charlotte Devier.  

Family Promise 
BY CHARLOTTE DEVIER

We are so excited that we will be able to provide homemade meals for our students
every week! If you have provided meals before, you'll be getting an email from Pastor
Sarah in the near future. Or you can use the link below... 

If you and your congregation would like to provide food for one or more of our
gatherings this fall, please email Pastor Sarah at jaxcampusmin@gmail.com.

If you know students who are attending college or technical school in the Jacksonville
area, we'd love to connect with them! Encourage them to follow us on social media,
reach out to Pastor Sarah, and send her the names and email addresses of your
students! 

Additionally, Family Promise is partnering with the Alhambra
Theater on September 12, 2021, during a performance of "The
Sound of Music."  Partial proceeds from this show will benefit
Family Promise.  You can purchase tickets online, or call Charlotte
for more information.  Scan the QR code for more info:

St. Mark's has recently returned to hosting fellowship after worship each Sunday. 
 Fellowship is a time to be community with one another while enjoying a small snack
and drink.  This is a volunteer ministry and we have opportunities in the upcoming
schedule for your to host.  To sign up and connect with this ministry, please contact
Leslie Allen or Keels Jorn. 

Fellowship Hour Host

mailto:jaxcampusmin@gmail.com?subject=Food%20for%20Thought


August 1
October 17
October 24

We have two immediate opportunities to sponsor altar flowers for weekly worship. 
 Altar flowers are given in honor or memory of a loved one or celebration in the
milestones of life.  Openings are available for the following dates.  Please sign up in the
Narthex or contact Jenny Hicks (404) 754-3466.

October 31
November 21
December 5

Left - Lynn Marlowe is being hooded by her spouse,
Katy, as she graduates virtually from Luther
Seminary in Minneapolis, MN.  Lynn  earned her
Master of Divinity degree.  

Bottom Left - Amelia Jorn and family celebrates her
graduation from Florida State University.

Bottom Right - Alex (Naomi) Heneghan celebrates
with brother, Ian, after graduating from Douglas
Anderson High School! 

Congratulations & ConGRADulations

Congratulations to our sister congregation, Hendricks Avenue Baptist and Rev. Dr.
B.J. Hutto.   Pastor Hutto was installed on May 23, 2021 as their new pastor.   B.J.'s
Ph.D. is from Kings College, The University of Aberdeen in Aberdeen, Scotland, where
his principal area of study was Theological Ethics.  He holds dual master's degrees
from Duke University Divinity School, one in Theology, the other in Divinity (the
second magna cum laude).  His undergraduate degree was a B.A. in Religion and
English Literature from Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina.  Besides B.J.,
the Hutto family includes the Rev. Rebekah McLeod Hutto, B.J.'s wife and ministerial
partner and mother to their two children, Hannah Ruth, age ten, and Elijah, age five.

Pastor Daniel attended B.J.'s installation service and the two have already taken time
to meet and discuss joint ministry opportunities.  

Rev. Dr. B.J. Hutto installed at HAB

Altar Flowers



Community Announcements

Pastor Ross Worch
pastor.ross@hotmail.com 

(501) 545-5617

Rev. Ross Worch, who supplied for Pastor Daniel during
paternity leave has published a new devotional.  You can
purchase your own copy on Amazon. 

Love and Serve is really a group of 377 mini-sermons to help
us turn God's Word into daily action. Each devotion is headed
by words from the Bible, and the devotion answers the
question, "What  does  this  mean  for   us   in   the   twenty-first

Love and Serve Devotional
BY ROSS WORCH

century?" And each devotion ends with a short prayer that is intended to help us
put our words into action. This love (agape) is the kind of unconditional love that
God has for each of us and the way God wants us to love each other. Agape, when
done as God intended, is a verb, an action word. God calls on us to be his
ambassadors here on earth. We are to represent God to our neighbors. Love and
Serve, used daily, can greatly assist in this endeavor. We are called upon to love
God and neighbor and to do God's work with our hands. We are called to love and
serve.

Seeking Ukuleles
BY TORI HUDSON FRIEDRICH

My name is Tori Hudson Friedrich.  I am the daughter of Jack and Ginger Hudson,
and I grew up at St. Marks. After graduating from Lenoir-Rhyne University with
degrees in Sacred Music and Music Education, I pursued a Masters of Education at
the University of Scranton. I have taught Music, and Computer Science, and I 
 currently teach Music and Computers at Nativity of Mary Parish School. I am
hoping to create a ukulele club with my 3rd-8th grade students this coming school
year. Although this is a private school, purchasing a new ukulele would pose a
financial hardship for many of my families. Do you have a ukulele laying around
unused that you're willing to part with for an inexpensive price (or would you be
willing to donate it)?  If so, I would love to purchase it from you. If you have one
that you'd like to pass along, you can meet up with Ginger Hudson before August
1st. Thank you so much for your consideration!

Tori Hudson Friedrich
torifriedrich83@gmail.com

September 12, 2021 - Diabetes benefit
November 14, 2021 - Schubert 
January 16, 2022 - Baroque

Save the following dates for the  2021- 2022 season:
San Marco Chamber Music Society

February 27, 2022 - Mozart
March 20, 2022 - TBD
April 24, 2022 - TBD
May 22, 2022 - Season Finale

CPR/AED Training
Jane Kilby is offering Adult and Pediatric CPR/AED training free of charge on August
8th at 1:00pm in Hart Hall. While training is free, there is a $24 fee for registration
with the Red Cross. Please contact Jane Kilby (904) 307-2189,
jmysong7@gmail.com to register. Space is limited. 


